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e The Emissions Gap Report 2020 of the UNEP includes India among nine G20 members who are
on track to achieve their unconditional commitments under the Paris pact, based on pre-COVID-
19 projections.

e The Climate Action Tracker website has rated its climate efforts as “2-degree compatible” —
that can contribute to limiting warming by the end of the century to 2° Celsius; making India the
only major economy to be so highly rated.

AIPA of India

e  MOEFCC has constituted a high-level inter-ministerial Apex Committee for Implementation of
Paris Agreement (AIPA) under the chairmanship of Secretary, MoEFCC.

e The purpose of AIPA is to generate a coordinated response on climate change matters that
ensures India is on track towards meeting its obligations under the Paris Agreement including its
Nationally Determined Contributions (NDC).

o AIPA will oversee the progress in implementation of India’s NDC and receive periodic
information updates to monitor, review and revisit climate goals to fulfil the requirements of
the Paris Agreement.

e Another key function of AIPA would be to operate as a National Authority to regulate carbon
markets in India, issue guidelines on carbon pricing, market mechanism, and other similar
instruments that have a bearing on climate change and NDCs.

e The year 2021 would mark the beginning of implementation of the Paris Agreement and
constitution of AIPA is central to strengthening the national systems and institutional
arrangements for implementation and monitoring of climate actions

How has COVID-19 Pandemic impacted the Climate Commitments?

e The brief reduction in global GHG emissions brought about by the pandemic has given all
countries an opportunity to review their development trajectories.

e The unprecedented event has enabled them to deploy an extraordinary fiscal stimulus for
rehabilitation of economies — estimated at $12 trillion globally — making green growth a
possibility.

¢ India faces a particular challenge, in moving its pandemic rehabilitation spending away from
traditional brown sector policies aligned with fossil fuel use to green territory.

Challenges with India’s path ahead
1. Issues with afforestation and Carbon sink
e At the recent summit, Mr. Modi took credit for expansion of forests, which, according to the
national pledge under the Paris Agreement, will serve as a carbon sink of 2.5 bn to 3 bn tonnes
of carbon dioxide equivalent by 2030.
e Thisis a key goal, given that it has multiple benefits, protecting biodiversity, influencing the
climate system and providing resources for communities.
e Butitis fraught with uncertainty. The Centre has questioned the veracity of State afforestation
data and said only a fourth of the claims they made were deemed credible.
e Clearly, without a cohesive policy on verifiable afforestation, the carbon sink approach may yield
poor dividends, with questions hanging over the spending.
2. Issue with Renewable energy additions and emissions
e Achieving 100 gigawatts of solar power capacity within the overall renewables goal, from 36 GW
now, needs a steep scale-up that must actively promote rooftop solar installations.
e There is little evidence that this is a high priority for most States.
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