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Student Notes: 

• Favourable Trade conditions are especially important for Bangladesh 

• Rohingya issue- it is a sensitive issue involving the migration of Rohingya refugees from 
Myanmar to Bangladesh. India as key regional player is expected to play a positive role in 
the issue in which China is also actively involved. 

• Bangladesh goes to elections in 2018. It would be especially sensitive time for the 
relations. 

• The Agreement on Ganges Water would expire in 2026. 

2. India and Bhutan 
Map 2.4: Bhutan 

 

Source: https https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/bt.html 

2.1. Background and Evolution 

• From 1949 onwards the relations were governed by a Treaty of Perpetual Peace and 
Friendship of 1949. Article 2 of the treaty was significant wherein “the Government of 
Bhutan agrees to be guided by the advice of the Government of India in regard to its 
external relations.” 

• Diplomatic relations between India and Bhutan were established in 1968 with the 
appointment of a resident representative of India in Thimphu. 

• The Kingdom of Bhutan was admitted as a member of the United Nations on 21st 
September 1971. 

• The first democratic elections in Bhutan began in 2007 

• The Indian-Bhutan Friendship Treaty, which was signed in New Delhi on 8th February 
2007, has come into force following the exchange of Instruments of Ratification between 
the two governments in Thimphu on 2nd March 2007. 

• In the revised treaty of 2007, Article 2 was replaced with: “In keeping with the abiding ties 
of close friendship between Bhutan and India, the Government of the Kingdom of Bhutan 
and the Government of Republic of India shall cooperate closely with each other on issues 
relating to their national interests. Neither Government shall allow the use of its territory 
for activities harmful to the national security and interest of the other.” The 2007 Treaty has 
begun a new era in bilateral cooperation.  


