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Factors that led to the Russian Revolution of 1917 are:  

• Presence of feudal society: In the 19th century, while Europe was undergoing social, economic, 
and political transformation, Russia, however, was still under the feudal autocratic rule of the 
Czars with a bureaucracy that was top-heavy, inflexible, privileged and inefficient. 

• Nature of the Industrial Revolution in Russia and discontent among the workers: Most of  
the investment came from foreign countries with the main focus on quick profits without 
showing concerns for the condition of workers. Russian capitalists, with insufficient capital, had 
to compete with foreign investors by reducing wages. Workers were working in tough 
conditions with practically no political rights. 

• Deplorable condition of the peasants: Miserably small landholdings with no capital to 
develop them worsened by heavy redemption dues on their small holdings, led to unrest among 
the peasants. 

• Effects due of participation in the war: Soaring inflation, food scarcity, high casualties, etc. 
owing to World War I, made the life of people miserable. This culminated in the February 
Revolution. 

• Role of intellectuals: Liberal ideas from western Europe and works of Tolstoy, Turganev, and 
Dorstoevsky drew attention towards the shortcomings of Russian life and a political awakening 
among the people and the educated classes began to demand political rights. Also, the socialist 
ideas of Karl Marx, Maxim Gorky, and Bakumin influenced the peasants and workers. 

These conditions culminated in the Russian Revolution of 1917 with the following consequences:  

• Establishment of the first socialist state: The autocratic rule of the Czar, the aristocracy, and 
the church was overthrown, and the new government was formed by the Bolshevik Party under 
the leadership of Lenin. A new state called the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) was 
established.  

• New economic order emerged: Private property was abolished. Economic planning by the 
state was adopted to build a technologically advanced economy.  

• Formation of Comintern: Soon after the Revolution, the Comintern was formed for promoting 
revolutions on an international scale. This enabled an international communist movement. 

• Impetus for decolonization: The new Soviet Russia after the revolution was the first country 
in Europe to openly support the cause of independence of all nations from foreign rule, thus 
providing impetus to the colonies struggling for national independence.  

Thus, the Russian Revolution had a huge impact not only on the Russian society but on the 
economy, society, international relations, politics, etc. around the world. 

13. The existence of a modern and urban civilisation is reflected in the ancient Harappan 
architecture. Discuss with examples. 

Approach: 

• Write a brief note introducing architecture of the Harappan civilization. 
• Substantiate the architectural features of the Harappan civilization that resembles that of 

modern urban civilisations. 
• Conclude accordingly. 

Answer 

The earliest and most remarkable evidence of Indian architecture is found in the cities of the 
Harappan Civilization. The excavations at Harappa and Mohenjo-Daro and several other sites of the 
Indus Valley Civilisation revealed the existence of a modern urban civilisation with expert town 
planning and engineering skills. 

Harappan architecture symbolic of modern and urban civilization 

The Harappan people had constructed mainly three types of buildings - dwelling houses, 
pillared halls and public baths.  The architecture truly reflected upon the modern planning and 
engineering acumen of the people as enumerated below: 


