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Student Notes: (b) Options Available 

1. Remain silent on the issue 
Merits 
• Since it happened long back and nobody was affected, it may be argued that raising 

the issue now would be pointless. 
• Following the advice of Suresh would mean that Ramesh’s relationship with him, 

both personal & professional, would not be affected. 
• It may also pave the way for further promotions. 
Demerits 
• Such inaction shows lack of respect for state laws which require reporting all such 

incidents.  
• Also such action may pave the way for future where such leaks are not reported.  

2. Convince Suresh to report to the Government 

Merits 

• Reporting such incidents shows respect for state laws. 
• Ramesh’s personal relationship with Suresh will remain unaffected. 
• It would lead to detailed investigation for assessing the impact of the leakage. 

Demerits 

• It may jeopardize the professional career of both Ramesh and Suresh.  

3. Talk to his senior or director 

Merits 

• It will also give a chance to senior or director to take suitable actions to correct the 
earlier wrong happenings. 

• It shows that Ramesh is trying to exhaust all available avenues where he can justify 
his own values and responsibilities as a citizen. 

Demerits 

• He may face resistance in the company against him as the company has not 
reported this incident till now. 

4. To become whistle blower and reveal the incident 

Merits 

• He will ensure his actions towards abiding by the state laws as responsible citizen. 
• He will be able to save environment and risks to people’s lives, if there were any 

adverse effects later. 

Demerits 

• He may lose his job and destroy his relationship with Suresh permanently. 

(c) Best Course of Action 

Considering the gravity of the situation, I would have tried to convince the seniors for 
reporting the incident to the government which then can assess the damages done to 
the environment and public. This would also mean that wrongdoers would be punished 
for their actions. This will also set an example for others to work following the rule of 
law. However, it may mean that I might lose my job. At the same time, it must be noted 
that in such cases public interest is more important which cannot be compromised at 
any cost.  

 


