
 

 

Origin of Neolithic Age 

The Neolithic Age started in 9,000 B.C. in world context but in Indian context it 

was varying from 7,000 B.C. to 1,000 B.C. In South India, the Neolithic 

settlements are generally considered to be around 2,500 B.C. old while the 

Neolithic sites discovered on the northern spurs of the Vindhyas are not older 

than 5,000 B.C. Some Neolithic sites found in parts of Eastern India and South 

India are only 1,000 B.C. old. 

Characteristics of Neolithic Age 

The Neolithic Age saw the man turning into food producer from food gatherer. 

It also witnessed the use of pottery for the first time. People used microlithic 

blades in addition to tools made of polished stone. The use of metal was 

unknown. 

1. Agriculture: The people of Neolithic Age cultivated ragi, horse gram, 

cotton, rice, wheat, and barley and hence were termed as food producers. They 

domesticated cattle, sheep, and goats. 

2. Tools: The people used microlithic blades in addition to tools made of 

polished stones. They used stone hoes and digging sticks for digging the 

ground. The ring stones of 1-1/2 kg of weight were fixed at the ends of these 

digging sticks. They also used tools and weapons made of bone; found in 

Burzahom (Kashmir) and Chirand (Bihar). 

23


