Mamsm malntalns that economlc equahty is the most fundamenta[ and all the ther equahnes :
: PR .

“are based on thrs it does’ not’ agree that: the State can create equahty ina class—d;vrded society: through_
' welfare measures and economic pohcres -1’ ERNE -

Arguments in fa\rour of socral or materral equallty_ P

L j_':lt strengthens‘s ¢ial cohesion and commumty by creatmg a cormon 1dent|ty and shared mterests

-t enlarges freedom in the sense that |t safeguards people trom poverty and setrsfnes basrc needs
o ;‘enablmg them to achleve fulfallment ST = L o :

— ltis the only meanmgfu! form of equahty in that all other equahtles rest upon rt genume Iegal and :
© . political equality require that people have access to equal social resources.

~Amongst the ergum'ehts'dgaiﬁ‘st social equality are the following: :
-~ ltis unjust because it treats unequa[s equally and therefore fails to reward peopfe in line wrth their
talents and capacities; :

~ It results in economic stagnatlon in that |t removes incentives and caps asplratlons amountmg toa
- process of ‘leveling down’; :

© — It can‘be achieved only through state intervention and a system of socnal engineermg meaning’
that it always infringes upon rndl\ndua[ Irberty,

— ltresultsi in drab umformlty, drversrty in vanqmshed and wrth it the v:gour and vitality of society.

_ e!atlonshlg between leertv and Equalm[ 7

In the Western liberal political thought two. contradlctory posrt[ons can be easr!y seen wrth
respect to the relation between equality and Ilberty :

(1) Lrberty and l:l;uahtyare antithetical armcompatrb.’e - - :

(2) Lrberty and Equahty are comp!ementary or compatrb!e to each other

Lrbertv and Eguahtv are antlthetlca| or 1ncomgatrb|

Liberty and Equality are regarded as opposed to each other by writers and thmkers like De'-
.Tocquevrl!e Lord Acton, Hayek, Friedman, Mosca, Pareto etc. : :

According to this position, human bemgs d:tfer in their skills and abrht:es Therefore, even if the"f

same opportunities are provided some will be more successful than others. The trend towards .
inequality can be countered only by suppression of talents and aspirations or by a comprehensrve and.

continuous state mtervention to equallze artlﬂqaliy the glfted and the ordmary Both the measures are
lmmlcal to liberty. ' : ,




