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MAINS PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTIONS (2013-2022) 

1. Can Civil Society and Non-Governmental Organizations present an alternative model of public

service delivery to benefit the common citizen. Discuss the challenges of this alternative model.

2021 

2. “Pressure groups play a vital role in influencing public policy making in India.” Explain how the
business associations contribute to public policies.

2021 

3. “Institutional quality is a crucial driver of economic performance”. In this context suggest reforms

in Civil Service for strengthening democracy.

2020 

4. What are the methods used by the Farmers organizations to influence the policy- makers in India

and how effective are these methods?

2019 

5. Initially Civil Services in India were designed to achieve the goals of neutrality and effectiveness,

which seems to be lacking in the present context. Do you agree with the view that drastic reforms

are required in Civil Services? Comment

2017 

6. ‘The emergence of Self-Help Groups (SHGs) in contemporary times points to the slow but steady

withdrawal of the state from developmental activities. Examine the role of the SHGs in

developmental activities and the measures taken by the Government of India to promote the

SHGs.

2017 

7. How do pressure groups influence Indian political process? Do you agree with this view that

informal pressure groups have emerged as powerful than formal pressure groups in recent years?

2017 

8. “In the Indian governance system, the role of non-state actors has been only marginal.” Critically

examine this statement.

2016 

9. “Traditional bureaucratic structure and culture have hampered the process of socio-economic

development in India.” Comment.

2016 

10. Examine critically the recent changes in the rules governing foreign funding of NGOs under the

Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act (FCRA), 1976.

2015 

11. The Self-Help Group (SHG) Bank Linkage Programme (SBLP), which is India’s own innovation, has

proved to be one of the most effective poverty alleviation and women empowerment

programmes. Elucidate.

2015 

12. How can the role of NGOs be strengthened in India for development works relating to protection

of the environment? Discuss throwing light on the major constraints.

2015 

13. Has the Cadre based Civil Services Organisation been the cause of slow change in India? Critically

examine.

2014 

14. The penetration of Self-Help Groups (SHGs) in rural areas in promoting participation in

development programmes is facing socio-cultural hurdles. Examine.

2014 

15. The legitimacy and accountability of Self-Help Groups (SHGs) and their patrons, the micro-finance

outfits, need systematic assessment and scrutiny for the sustained success of the concept. Discuss.

2013 

16. Pressure group politics is sometimes seen as the informal face of politics. With regards to the

above, assess the structure and functioning of pressure groups in India.

2013 

13. INDIA AND ITS NEIGHBOURHOOD (RELATIONS)

Year 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 
Total Q 07 01 02 01 - - - - - 

1. “Increasing cross-border terrorist attacks in India and growing interference in the internal affairs

of several member-states by Pakistan are not conducive for the future of SAARC (South Asian

Association for Regional Cooperation).” Explain with suitable examples

2016 

2. Project `Mausam’ is considered a unique foreign policy initiative of the Indian Government to

improve relationship with its neighbors. Does the project have a strategic dimension? Discuss.

2015 


