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Meaning and Scope of Political Science

Individual and the State(c) The ....................  view Politics as a conflict between two classes of the haves and

the have-nots (Greeks, Romans, Marxists).

(d) Skill of practical politics is acquired through ....................  (honesty, morality,

craftiness).

1.3 Scope Of Political Science

Here we shall learn about the scope of Political Science in terms of role of the State,

functions of government and its relationship with citizens.

1.3.1 Role of the State

The term ‘State’ in its modern sense was first used by Machiavelli (1469-1527), the Italian

statesman. The study of the State has since remained the focal point for the political

scientists.

The State consists of four elements. These are: (a) the people; (b) the territory on which

they live; (c) the government to rule and regulate the lives of the people and (d) sovereignty,

which implies unrestricted authority to take decisions and   manage its own affairs. You

will read in detail about these four elements in the second lesson.

The role and nature of the State have been interpreted differently. Modern western liberal

thinking, about which you will study more in the fourth lesson, arose with the commerial

(Mercantile) Revolution in Western Europe in the sixteenth century and became prominent

with the Industrial Revolution in the eighteenth century. These Revolutions brought into

focus a new economic system called capitalism.

Market is a place where goods and services are sold and bought. It operates

on the basis of demand and supply. Many people regard it as a self-regulating,

self-correcting place, provided there is no interference by the state.

Competition is the chief hallmark of market. Capitalism and market are

considered two sides of the same coin.

The social group consisting of traders, merchants and businessmen and later the industrialists

(also known as the bourgeois) was the major beneficiary of this system. The liberals

emphasized that the consent of the people is the true basis of the state. Early liberal

thinkers also considered the state as a ‘necessary evil’- an evil but necessary for the

purpose of protecting the individual from the external and internal enemies. According to

this view, that government is the best which governs the least. In other words, the state

should be a ‘police state’ and hence a limited one. It should also be limited in a  different

sense: as John Locke, the famous English liberal philosopher of the seventeenth century,

said it is there to protect the individual’s natural right to life, liberty and property.

Rights are claims by an individual on the state. Natural rights are those

rights with which an individual is supposed to have been born. These are, so

to say, God-given rights. More importantly, individual is supposed to have

acquired them even before the state came into existence. The important

implication is that since the state has no role in the creation or granting of

these rights, it cannot take away or abridge these rights.

By contrast, the Marxist view, about which you will study more in the fourth lesson, does


