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NTEXT QUESTIONS 3.2

1. Fill in the blanks:-
a. Alfred Wegener termed the supercontinent as

b. Premordial ocean was known as

c. Pangaea was broken into two in the north and
in the south.

d. North and South America drifted towards

e. Tethys sea emerged between and by

filling up of the water of
2. Name three evidences of continental drift put forwarded by Wegener -
a.

b.

C.

3. Name two evidences of continental drift, but not mentioned by Wegener
a.

b.

3.3 PLATE TECTONICS

The uppermost outer solid and rigid layer of the earth is called crust. Its
thickness varies considerably. It is as little as 5 km thick beneath the oceans
at some places but under some mountain ranges it extends upto a depth of 70
km. Below the crust denser rocks are found, known as mantle crust. This
upper part of mantle upto an average depth of 100 km from the surface is
solid. This solid mantle plus upper crust form a comparatively rigid block
termed as lithosphere. Mantle is partially molten between 100 to 250 km
depth. This zone is said to be asthenosphere, also known as Mohr
discontinuity, a simplification of Mohorovicic, the name of the seismologist
who discovered it. All these things you have already read in the previous
lesson.

The lithosphere is broken into several blocks. These blocks are known as
plates, which are moving over asthenosphere. There are seven major plates.
(Figure 3.7)
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