In February 2022, a petition was filed in the Supreme Court seeking the enforcement of Fundamental Duties
under the Indian constitution through comprehensive and well-defined laws.

e The petitioners argued that the need to enforce fundamental duties arises due to a new illegal trend of
protest by protestors in the garb of freedom of speech and expression, by way of blocking of road and
rail routes in order to compel the government to meet their demands.

e This is also necessary to remind citizens that fundamental duties were as important as fundamental
rights under the Constitution.

Efforts by the Centre to create awareness about FDs:
1. Tremendous amount of work has been done for the purpose of sensitising people, both citizens and
the students, about Article 51A.
2. The curriculum of the schools contains the entire 51A with duties to be taught to them, debates have
been held throughout the country, etc.
3. The leaders have addressed this aspect- the President, the Prime Minister- from time to time.
4. One-year awareness drive has also been launched.

Supreme Court’s judgment in the Ranganath Mishra case - 2003:

The Court observed that fundamental duties should not only be enforced by legal sanctions but also by social
sanctions. After all, rights and duties were co-relative.

Directions were issued to the Centre to consider and take appropriate steps expeditiously for the
implementation of the recommendations of Justice J. S. Verma Committee's report on the operationalisation
of fundamental duties.

Rationale behind the demand:

e The petition referred to the Bhagwad Gita on the importance of duty. Lord Krishna guides Arjuna and
educates him with the importance of duties in all spheres/ stages of one's life.

e It also referred to the erstwhile Soviet Constitution where the rights and duties were placed in the same
footing.

e Fundamental duties instill a “profound sense of social responsibility towards the nation”. Hence, they have
to be enforced.

Impacts:
e Enforcement of Fundamental Duties upholds and protects sovereignty, unity and integrity of India.
e |talso prepares citizens to defend the country and render national service when called upon to do so.
e [t seeks to disseminate a sense of nationalism and to promote the spirit of patriotism to uphold the
unity of India after the emergence of China as a superpower.

Fundamental Duties:

Original constitution did not contain any Fundamental Duties: e

provisions related to Fundamental Duties » To abide by the Constitution and respect the ideals and
Institutions.
(FD)‘ * To respect the National Flag and the National Anthem.
® This section was added thrOUgh 42nd * To realize and follow the essential ideals of secularism,
amendment act to the constitution of democracy and non-violence.

» To preserve the culture and heritage.

India based on the recommendations of
Swaran SIngh Committee. In 2002, * To safeguard the public property.

another Fundamental duty was added to * To defend the country even at the cost of our life.
this list. * To protect natural resources.

* To protect the Sovereignty, Unity and Integrity of the nation.

. . . * To avoid Dowry, G bling, and other Social evils.
e The idea of this section was borrowed N T I A IS e R D _
* To strive towards excellence in the respective spheres of

from USSR constitution. activities of the individuals.
e Japanese constitution is one of the other

democratic nations which have a provision dealing with the duties of its citizens.
e Fundamental duties like DPSP are non-justiciable.

Criticism of FD:
o They are made non-justiciable in nature.
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