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Unity and DiversityThe Mediterranean races relate to the caucasian physical type, i.e., the white
race. It is characterised by medium or short stature, slender build, long head
with cephalic index (the ratio multiplied by 100 of the maximum breadth of
the head to its maximum length) of less than 75 and dark (continental)
complexion.

The Western Brachycephals are divided into the following three sub-groups:
(1) The Alpenoid are characterised by broad head, medium stature and light
skin, found amongst Bania castes of Gujarat, the Kayasthas of Bengal, etc.
(ii) The Dinaric- They are characterised by broad head, long nose, tall stature
and dark skin colour, found amongst the Brahmin of Bengal, the non-Brahmin
of Karnataka, (iii) The Armenoid- They are characterised by features similar
to Dinaric. The Armenoid have a more marked shape of the back of head, a
prominent and narrow nose. The Parsi of Bombay show the typical
characteristics of the Armenoid race (Das 1988: 223).

Finally, the Nordic races belong to the physical type characterised by tall
stature, long head, light skin and hair, and blue eyes. They are found in
Scandinavian countries, Europe. In India, they are found in different parts of
north of the country, especially in Punjab and Rajputana. The Kho of Chitral,
the Red Kaffirs, the Khatash are some of the representatives of this type.
Research suggests that the Nordics came from the north, probably from south
east Russia and south west Siberia, through central Asia to India. (Das 1988:
223).

1.3.2 Linguistic Diversity

Do you know how many languages are there in India? While the famous
linguist Grierson noted 179 languages and 544 dialects, the 1971 census on
the other hand, reported 1652 languages in India which are spoken as mother
tongue. Not all these languages are, however, equally widespread. Many of
them are tribal speeches and these are spoken by less than one percent of the
total population. Here you can see that in India there is a good deal of linguistic
diversity.

Only 18 languages are listed in Schedule VIII of the Indian Constitution. These
are Assamese, Bengali, Gujarati, Hindi, Kannada, Kashmiri, Konkani,
Malayalam, Manipuri, Marathi, Nepali, Oriya, Punjabi, Sanskrit, Sindhi, Tamil,
Telugu and Urdu. Out of these 18 languages, Hindi is spoken by 39.85 percent
of the total population; Bengali, Telugu and Marathi by around 8 percent each;
Tamil and Urdu by 6.26 and 5.22 percent, respectively; and the rest by less
than 5 percent each as per 1991 census report (India 2003).

The above constitutionally recognised languages belong to two linguistic
families: Indo-Aryan and Dravidian. Malayalam, Kannada, Tamil and Telugu
are the four major Dravidian languages. The languages of Indo-Aryan family
are spoken by 75 percent of India’s total population while the languages of
Dravidian family are spoken by 20 percent.

This linguistic diversity notwithstanding, we have always had a sort of link
language, though it has varied from age to age. In ancient times it was Sanskrit,
in medieval age it was Arabic or Persian and in modern times we have Hindi
and English as official languages.


