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Malabar Naval Exercise

About Ex. Malabar

o Exercise Malabar is a trilateral naval exercise involving the United States, Japan and India as permanent
partners.

o Originally begun in 1992 as a bilateral exercise between India and the United States, Japan became a
permanent partner in 20185.

e  Past non-permanent participants are Australia and Singapore.

o  The annual Malabar series began in 1992 and includes diverse activities, ranging from fighter combat
operations from aircraft carriers through Maritime Interdiction Operations Exercises.

Significance of Australia’s inclusion
o Earlier, India had concerns that it would give the appearance of a “quadrilateral military alliance” aimed
at China.
e Now both look forward to the cooperation in the ‘Indo-Pacific’ and the strengthening of defence ties.
o This has led to a convergence of mutual interest in many areas for a better understanding of regional and
global issues.
o Both are expected to conclude the long-pending Mutual Logistics Support Agreement (MLSA) as part of

measures to elevate the strategic partnership.

Exercise Kavkaz 2020

In a resumption of bilateral and multilateral military exercises which were deferred due to coronavirus (COVID-19),
India will take part in the Russian Kavkaz 2020 strategic command-post exercise next month.

Kavkaz 2020
e The Kavkaz 2020 is also referred to as Caucasus-2020.
o The exercise is aimed at assessing the ability of the armed forces to ensure military security in Russia’s
southwest, where serious terrorist threats persist and preparing for the strategic command-staff drills.
e The main training grounds that will be involved are located in the Southern Military District.
e The invitation for participation has been extended to at least 18 countries including China, Iran, Pakistan

and Turkey apart from other Central Asian Republics part of the SCO.

Mission Sagar - 11

Mission Sagar — II
e Mission Sagar-II, follows the first ‘Mission Sagar’ undertaken in May-June 2020, wherein India reached
out to Maldives, Mauritius, Seychelles, Madagascar and Comoros, and provided food aid and medicines.
o As part of Mission Sagar-II, Indian Naval Ship Airavat will deliver food aid to Sudan, South Sudan,
Djibouti and Eritrea.
e This mission is in line with the Prime Ministet’s vision of Security and Growth for All in the Region

‘SAGAR and highlights the importance accorded by India to relations with her maritime neighbours.

SAGAR Programme (Security and Growth for All in the Region)

e SAGAR is a term coined by PM Modi in 2015 during his Mauritius visit with a focus on the blue
economy.

o It is a maritime initiative which gives priority to the Indian Ocean region for ensuring peace, stability and
prosperity of India in the Indian Ocean region.

o The goal is to seek a climate of trust and transparency; respect for international maritime rules and norms
by all countries; sensitivity to each other's interests; peaceful resolution of maritime issues; and increase in
maritime cooperation.

e Itis in line with the principles of the Indian Ocean Rim Association.

IORA (Indian Ocean Rim Association)
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