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 However, under the current dispensation, these credentials have been tainted by multiple inconsistencies, 

especially in the neighbourhood. India should use its UNSC chair to represent nations hitherto unrepresented 

or underrepresented at the high table and continue the tradition of speaking for the marginalised. 

Unfortunately, the course of Indian foreign policy in the last few years does not correspond with this broad, 

inclusive worldview based on solidarity. 

 In this context, India and China, as the world‘s two most populous countries and mega-economies, should 

engage in a meaningful dialogue to resolve the border dispute. India should strive to make the world more 

inclusive, just and sensitive to the environment.  

The signing of the Basic Exchange and Cooperation Agreement (BECA) sets the stage for massive 

security cooperation between India and USA. Examine 

KEY POINTS 

 The signing of the Basic Exchange and Cooperation Agreement (BECA) at the 2+2 dialogue between the 

defence and foreign ministers of India and the United States in Delhi on Tuesday marks the end of the 

prolonged phase of mutual trust-building and sets the stage for more expansive security cooperation.  

 The BECA is the last of the so-called ―foundational agreements‖ that the US wants its defence partners to sign. 

The BECA, which lets the Indian and US armed forces exchange geospatial information, follows three other 

agreements that aim to protect the military information shared by the US (GSOMIA), provide mutual logistics 

support around the world (LEMOA), and facilitate communication between the weapons platforms of the two 

armed forces (COMCASA).  

 Unlike the Congress leadership, Prime Minister of India agreed with the armed forces that saw major security 

gains from these agreements and even, more importantly, the political value of deeper strategic partnership 

with the US.  

 That has helped clear the brush for more intensive engagement between the armed forces —from 

interoperability to intelligence-sharing and joint defence research to production of weapons.  

 As the real possibilities for bilateral and multilateral defence and security cooperation open up now, it will be 

wrong to view the current developments as a tactical response to the immediate military challenges that India 

confronts vis-a-vis China. India‘s defence dialogue with the US has a longer history than either country‘s 

concerns about China.  

 Substantive and institutionalised cooperation between the two defence establishments will serve the long-

term interests of a rising India and an America that is restructuring its global security burden. Acting together, 

Delhi and Washington will be in a better position to shape the regional and global environment in favour of 

peace and stability. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


