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1. What is journalistic ethics? What are its key principles? Discuss. 
 
Approach 
 
Students are expected to write about what is journalistic ethics and also to write about 
journalistic ethics key principles. 
 
Introduction  

If the foundations of journalism ethics are tracked far enough, one finds that they are 
based on various international agreements and declarations, such as the UN Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights and regulations of international law. The UNESCO 
declaration regarding mass media (1978) and the Paris Declaration (1983), which were 
backed by numerous journalist associations, defined the ethical guidelines more 
accurately in questions related to media and journalism. 

Body 
 
Journalistic ethics: 
 

• Journalistic ethics are basically a set of principles, standards, guidelines and 
code of conduct prepared for professional journalists. It deals with conduct, 
character and behaviour of a journalist and how he/she works before, during 
and after the news gathering and dissemination process. 

• The student of journalism or a practicing journalist should realise that there 
are principles that guide this profession. The prerequisite is to have an 
understanding of the public function of journalism and the standards by which 
its aims are met. For example, the journalistic function of keeping the public 
informed about governmental wrongdoing falls under the commitment of the 
press to a free and open democracy. 

 
According to the basic division, there are two kinds of ethics: duty-based ethics and 
consequentialist ethics: 
 

• In the case of journalism, duty-based ethics stress the importance of truth, 
while consequential ethics focus on societal good. If a journalist thinks that it 
is most important that a story is true and that the facts are right, they follow 
duty-based ethics. 

• On the other hand, a journalist may think that the effects of a cause are the 
most important aspect and, as a result, follow consequentialist ethics. Does 
the article offend someone? What kind of effects will the publication of the 
article have? Can the publication of a certain article do more harm than good, 
even if the facts used are correct? 

 


