¢ As enshrined in our Vedic scripts “PrakritiRakshatiRakshita” that is if you protect

nature, nature will protect you. Inspired by Mahatma Gandhi, the ethos of non-

violence and protection of animals and nature have been suitably enshrined in the

Constitution of India and is reflected in several laws and legislations.
¢ India aims to restore 26 million hectares of degraded and deforested land, and
achieve land-degradation neutrality by 2030.

¢ India has already set aside extensive area for meeting the conservation objectives,

contributing to Aichi Biodiversity Target-11 and the SDG -15.

¢ India has established a comprehensive institutional and legal system to realize the

objectives of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD).

¢ India has operationalized a system for access and benefit-sharing provisions of the

CBD through a national network of 0.25 million Biodiversity Management
Committees across the country involving local people and 0.17 million Peoples
Biodiversity Registers for documentation of biodiversity.

Facts:

e India, with only 2.4% of the earth’s land area hosts around 8% of the world’s
recorded species.

¢ In the course of last decade, India has enhanced the combined forest and tree
cover to 24.56% of the total geographical area of the country.

¢ India has the highest number of tigers in the wild and have doubled its numbers
ahead of the deadline of 2022and recently announced the launch of Project Lion
and Project Dolphin.

NITI Aayog and Embassy of the Netherlands sign Statement of
Intent on ‘Decarbonization and Energy Transition Agenda’

(Topic: Agreements/Partnerships with other countries)

Objective: To support the decarbonization and energy transition agenda for
accommodating cleaner and more energy.

Through this collaboration, NITI Aayog and the Dutch Embassy seek a strategic
partnership to create a platform that enables a comprehensive collaboration among
stakeholders and influencers, including policymakers, industry bodies, OEMs, private
enterprises, and sector experts.

The focus of the partnership is on co-creating innovative technological solutions by
leveraging the expertise of the two entities. This will be achieved through an exchange
of knowledge and collaborative activities. Key elements include:

1. Lowering the net carbon footprint in industrial and transport sectors
2. Realise the target potential of natural gas and promote bio-energy technologies
3. Adopt clean air technologies from monitoring to reducing actual particulates
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