
The word ‘anarchy’ comes from the Greek anarkhia, meaning contrary to authority or without a
ruler, and was used in a derogatory sense until 1840, when it was adopted by Pierre-Joseph
Proudhon to describe his political and social ideology. Proudhon argued that organization
without government was both possible and desirable. In the evolution of political ideas,
anarchism can be seen as an ultimate projection of both liberalism and socialism, and the
differing strands of anarchist thought can be related to their emphasis on one or the other of
these. 

Historically, anarchism arose not only as an explanation of the gulf between the rich and the
poor in any community, and of the reason why the poor have been obliged to fight for their
share of a common inheritance, but as a radical answer to the question ‘What went wrong?’ that
followed the ultimate outcome of the French Revolution. It had ended not only with a reign of
terror and the emergence of a newly rich ruling caste, but with a new adored emperor,
Napoleon Bonaparte, strutting through his conquered territories. 

The anarchists and their precursors were unique on the political Left in affirming that workers
and peasants, grasping the chance that arose to bring an end to centuries of exploitation and
tyranny, were inevitably betrayed by the new class of politicians, whose first priority was to re-
establish a centralized state power. After every revolutionary uprising, usually won at a heavy
cost for ordinary populations, the new rulers had no hesitation in applying violence and terror, a
secret police, and a professional army to maintain their control. 

For anarchists the state itself is the enemy, and they have applied the same interpretation to the
outcome of every revolution of the 19th and 20th centuries. This is not merely because every
state keeps a watchful and sometimes punitive eye on its dissidents, but because every state
protects the privileges of the powerful. 

According to the passage what is the one idea that is common to all forms of anarchism? 

a) There is no idea common to all forms of anarchism; that is why it is anarchic. 

b) They all focus on the primacy of the power of the individual. 

c) They all derive from the work of Pierre-Joseph Proudhon. 

d) They are all opposed to the centralisation of power in the state. 

QUESTION 14. 

Passage 

Passage-3 

The word ‘anarchy’ comes from the Greek anarkhia, meaning contrary to authority or without a
ruler, and was used in a derogatory sense until 1840, when it was adopted by Pierre-Joseph
Proudhon to describe his political and social ideology. Proudhon argued that organization
without government was both possible and desirable. In the evolution of political ideas,
anarchism can be seen as an ultimate projection of both liberalism and socialism, and the
differing strands of anarchist thought can be related to their emphasis on one or the other of
these. 

Historically, anarchism arose not only as an explanation of the gulf between the rich and the
poor in any community, and of the reason why the poor have been obliged to fight for their
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