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Q.1) Consider the following statements:

1. Pravasi Bharatiya Divas is held on January 9 as it was on this day in 1916 Mahatma

Gandhi returned to India from South Africa.

2. Pravasi Bharatiya Divas Convention being held every year is the flagship event of the

Ministry of External Affairs.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

a) lonly

b) 2 only

c¢) Bothland2
d) Neither 1 nor2

Q.1) Solution (d)

Statement 1

Statement 2

Incorrect

Incorrect

Pravasi Divas (PBD) is

celebrated on 9th January to mark the

Bharatiya

contribution of  Overseas Indian
community in the development of India.
It is held on January 9 as it was on this
in 1915, Mahatma Gandhi (the
greatest Pravasi) returned to India from
South Africa and

freedom struggle.

day

led the country’s

PBD Convention is the flagship event of the
Ministry of External Affairs and provides an
important platform to engage and connect with
the overseas Indians. PBD conventions were held
every year since 2003. Since 2015, its format has
been revised to celebrate the PBD Convection
once every two years. The theme of 16th PBD
Convention 2021: “Contributing to Aatmanirbhar
Bharat”.

Q.2) The ‘NAVARITIH’ is a certification course on which of the following?

a) Acknowledging Traditional Skills
b) Energy Efficient technology

c) Artificial Intelligence

d) Construction Technology
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Q.2) Solution (d)

Prime Minister released a certification course on innovative construction technologies named
NAVARITIH (New, Affordable, Validated, Research Innovation Technologies for Indian

Housing).

He also laid the foundation stone of Light House projects (LHPs) under Global Housing

Technology Challenge (GHTC) - at six sites across six states.

Q.3) Consider the following statements regarding Natural Capital Accounting and Valuation of

the Ecosystem Services (NCAVES) Project:

1. Except Russia all other BRICS countries are taking part in NCAVES Project.
2. The NCAVES Project is funded by the World Bank.
3. Itisimplemented by Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation in India.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

a) land?2only
b) 1and3only
c) 2and3only
d) 1,2and3

Q.3) Solution (b)

Statement 1

Statement 2

Statement 3

Correct

Incorrect

Correct

Natural Capital and
Valuation of the Ecosystem Services
(NCAVES) Project is
implemented by United Nations
Statistics Division (UNSD), the United
Nations Environment Programme
(UNEP) and the Secretariat of the

Convention of Biological Diversity (CBD).

Accounting

jointly

The NCAVES
Project is funded
by the European
Union (EU) through
its Partnership
Instrument and
aims to assist the

five  participating

In India, the NCAVES Project is
by
and

being
Ministry of Statistics

implemented
Programme Implementation
in close collaboration with the
Ministry  of  Environment,
Forest and Climate Change
(MOEF&CC) and the National
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India is one of the five countries taking | partner countries. Remote Sensing Centre
part in this project. The other countries (NRSC). NCAVES India Forum
being Brazil, China, South Africa and 2021 was organised by the
Mexico. MoSPI.

Q.4) The SANRAKSHAN KSHAMTA MAHOTSAV is a is a campaign organised by which of the
following organisation?

a) Bombay Natural History Society (BNHS)

b) Indian Council of Forestry Research and Education (ICFRE)
c) Petroleum Conservation Research Association (PCRA)

d) Nature Conservation Foundation

Q.4) Solution (c)
SAKSHAM (SAnrakshan KSHAmta Mahotsav) is a is a campaign organised by Petroleum

Conservation Research Association (PCRA) to sensitize the masses about conservation and
efficient use of petroleum products which will lead towards better health and environment.

It will convince consumers to switch to cleaner fuels and bring in behavioral change.

Q.5) Consider the following pairs:

Festival Celebrated in
1. Magh Bihu Assam
2. Makara Chaula West Bengal
3. Poush Sankranti Odisha

Which of the pairs given above are correctly matched?

a) 1land2only
b) 1only

c) 2and3only
d) 1,2and3
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Q.5) Solution (b)

Sankranti is celebrated in almost all parts of India with distinct names. Here are some examples.
e Thai Pongal (Tamilnadu)
e Uttarayan (Gujarat)
e Lohri (Punjab)
e Poush Sankranti (Bengal)
e Makara Sankramana (Karnataka)
e Makara Chaula (Odisha)
e Maghi Sankrant (Maharashtra and Haryana)
e Magh/Bhogali Bihu (Assam)
e Shishur Saenkraat (Kashmir)
e Khichdi Parv (UP and Bihar)

Q.6) Which of the following international organisations are part of Intergovernmental
Negotiations framework (IGN)?

G4 nations
African Union
Arab League

P wnNPR

European Union

Select the correct answer using the code given below:

a) 1land2only
b) 1,2and3 only
c) 2,3and4only
d) 1,2,3and4

Q.6) Solution (b)
The Intergovernmental Negotiations framework (IGN) is a group of nation-states working

within the United Nations to further reform of the United Nations Security Council (UNSC), 15-
member top organ of the world body.
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The IGN is composed of several different international organizations, namely: (1) The African
Union; (2) The G4 nations (India, Brazil, Japan and Germany); (3) The Uniting for Consensus
Group (UfC); (4) The L.69 Group of Developing Countries; (5) The Arab League; (6) The
Caribbean Community (CARICOM).

Each group represents a different set of positions vis-a-vis reforming the United Nations
Security Council.

Q.7) The only species of Indian turtle which is listed as ‘Critically Endangered’ in IUCN Red
Data List is

a) Green sea turtle

b) Hawksbill sea turtle

c) Loggerhead sea turtle
d) Leatherback sea turtle

Q.7) Solution (b)

Five species of Indian turtles along with their IUCN status are as follows:
1. Olive Ridley —Vulnerable
2. Green turtle — Endangered
3. Loggerhead — Vulnerable
4. Hawksbill — Critically Endangered
5. Leather back — Vulnerable
They are protected in Indian Wildlife Protection Act of 1972, under Schedule I.

Q.8) Consider the following parameters:

Knowledge Workers

Safety and Legal Environment
Social Capital

P wnN R

Knowledge Diffusion

Which of the parameters given above are used to measure India Innovation Index?
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a) land4only
b) 2and 3 only
c) 1,2and4only
d) 1,2,3and4

Q.8) Solution (c)

NITI Aayog, along with the Institute for Competitiveness released the second edition of the
India Innovation Index 2020.

The innovation inputs were measured through five enabler parameters, and the output through
two performance parameters.
e Enabler Parameters: ‘Human Capital’, ‘Investment’, ‘Knowledge Workers’, ‘Business
Environment’, ‘Safety and Legal Environment’.
e Performance Parameters: ‘Knowledge Output’ and ‘Knowledge Diffusion’.

The states have been bifurcated into three categories:
e Major states: Top performers are Karnataka, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Telangana.
e North-east and hill states: Top performers are Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Manipur.
e UTs and City States: Top performers are Delhi, Chandigarh, Daman and Diu.

Q.9) The Global Investment Trend Monitor Report is released by which of the following
organisation?

a) World Bank

b) World Economic Forum (WEF)

¢) United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD)
d) United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO)

Q.9) Solution (c)

Global Investment Trend Monitor Report is released by the United Nations Conference on
Trade and Development (UNCTAD).
e UNCTAD is a permanent intergovernmental body headquartered at Geneva in
Switzerland.

www.iasbaba.com Contact: 91691 91888 Page 6




[ASbaba’s 60 DAY PLAN 2021 | UPSC
CURRENT AFFAIRS COMPILATION -II | 2021

e Some of the reports published by UNCTAD are: Trade and Development Report; World
Investment Report and The Least Developed Countries Report.

Q.10) Which of the following has/have shrunk immensely/dried up in the recent past due to
human activities?

1. Aral Sea
2. Black Sea
3. Lake Chad

Select the correct answer using the code given below:

a) lonly
b) 2and 3
c) 2only
d) 1and3

Q.10) Solution (d)

Aral Sea is a saltwater lake of Central Asia (between Kazakhstan to the north and Uzbekistan to
the south). From 1960s, the Aral Sea began shrinking quite rapidly, with the lake's level
dropping 20-35 inches yearly.

Lake Chad is a historically large, shallow, endorheic lake in central Africa, which has varied in
size over the centuries. One of Africa’s largest freshwater bodies, Lake Chad, has shrunk by 90
per cent.

Q.11) Subhash Chandra Bose was elected as President of the Indian National Congress in
which of the following two sessions?

Haripur Session
Ramgarh Session
Faizpur Session

P wnNPR

Tripuri Session
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Select the correct answer using the code given below:

a) land2only
b) 2and3only
c) 3and4only
d) 1and4only

Q.11) Solution (d)

e On 23rd January, 2021, India celebrated the 125th birth anniversary of Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose as ‘Parakram Divas.’

e Subhash Chandra Bose was twice elected President of the Indian National Congress,
i.e. 1938-Haripur and 1939-Tripuri.

e Owing to political differences, he resigned from the Congress Presidentship in 1939 and
organised the All India Forward Bloc a faction within the Congress in Bengal.

e 1937-Faizpur Session presided by Jawaharlal Nehru.

e 1940-Ramgarh Session presided by Abul Kalam Azad.

Q.12) Which of the following are reasons behind increasing human wildlife conflicts in recent
past?

1. Loss of Habitat

2. Adverse climatic events

3. Over grazing
Select the correct answer using the code given below:

a) 1land2only

b) 1and3only

c¢) 2and3only

d) 1,2and3

Q.12) Solution (d)

e Some of the causes of human wildlife conflict are:
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i.  Expanding human settlement resulting Habitat loss and fragmentation
ii.  Agricultural expansion and deforestation
iii.  Illegal grass collection and over grazing by livestock
iv.  Global warming and Climate change
v.  Adverse climatic events such as droughts, floods

Q.13) Changalikodan is a banana variety originated and cultivated in which of the following
State of India?

a) Kerala

b) Andhra Pradesh
¢) Tamil Nadu

d) Telangana

Q.13) Solution (a)

e Changalikodan Nendran Banana or famously known as Changalikodan is a banana
variety originated and cultivated in Chengazhikodu village of Thrissur District in Kerala.

e Changalikodan, now are cultivated on the banks of the Bharathapuzha river.

e Changalikodan got Geographical indication registration from the Geographical
Indications Registry, Chennai.

e Recently scientists have come up with a new product, banana grit or granules,
developed from raw Nendran bananas. Banana grit is an ideal ingredient for a healthy
diet; it can be used for making a wide range of dishes.

Q.14) With reference to the South Asia Group for Energy (SAGE), consider the following

statements:

1. Itis a high-level group for South Asia energy security.
2. It has been set up under the Ministry of External Affairs.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

a) lonly
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b)
c)
d)

2 only
Both 1 and 2
Neither 1 nor 2

Q.14) Solution (c)

Statement 1 Statement 2

Correct Correct

The Central Government has set up South Asia Group for | SAGE has been set up under
Energy (SAGE), a high-level group to build a South Asia- | the Ministry of External
focused energy security architecture. It will be headed by | Affairs (MEA)-run think tank

former Union Power Secretary Ram Vinay Shahi. Its objective | Research and Information

is to achieve a balanced and optimal development of energy | System for Developing

infrastructure through mutual understanding and cooperation | Countries (RIS).

Q.15) Which of the following Acts empowered the Government to notify the Temporary

Suspension of Telecom Services (Public Emergency or Public Safety) Rules, 2017?

a)
b)
c)
d)

National Security Act, 1980

Information Technology Act, 2000

Indian Telegraph Act of 1885

Maintenance of Internal Security Act, 1971

Q.15) Solution (c)

The Section 5(2) of Indian Telegraph Act, 1885 allows central and state governments to
prevent the transmission of messaging during a “public emergency or in the interest of
public safety”, or “in the interests of the sovereignty and integrity of India, the security
of the state”.

Under the Indian Telegraph Act of 1885, only the Home Secretary of the central or the
state government can pass orders to enforce an Internet shutdown in any area.

In August 2017, the Centre promulgated the Temporary Suspension of Telecom Services
(Public Emergency or Public Safety) Rules, 2017. Before these rules, the internet
shutdowns were imposed largely under Section 144 of the Code of Criminal Procedure
(CrPC).
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Q.16) Consider the following research stations:

1. Bharati

2. Dakshin Gangotri
3. Maitri

4. Himadri

Which of the research stations given above are operational in Antarctica?

a) land?2only
b) 3 and 4 only
c¢) land3only
d) 1,3 and4only

Q.16) Solution (c)

e The 40th Indian Scientific Expedition to Antarctica was flagged off on January 05, 2021,
from Mormugao Port, Goa. The chartered ice-class vessel MV Vasiliy Golovnin has been
chosen for the prestigious 40th Indian Scientific Expedition to Antarctica (ISEA) mission
journey and will reach Antarctica in 30 days.

e The Indian Antarctic expeditions began in 1981.

e The Indian Antarctic programme has now been credited to have built three permanent
research base stations in Antarctica—named Dakshin Gangotri, Maitri, and Bharati.

e As of today, India has two operational research stations in Antarctica named Maitri
and Bharati.

e Himadri is India's first permanent Arctic research station located at Spitsbergen,
Svalbard, Norway.

Q.17) Consider the following statements:

1. Provision Coverage Ratio (PCR) is the ratio of provisioning to gross non-performing

assets.
2. A high PCR ratio means that the bank is more vulnerable.
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Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

a) lonly

b) 2 only

c) Bothland?2
d) Neither 1 nor2

Q.17) Solution (a)

Statement 1 Statement 2

Correct Incorrect

The Provisioning Coverage Ratio (PCR) is the | The higher the coverage ratio, the easier
percentage of bad assets that the bank has to | it is to make interest payments on debt
provide for from their own funds i.e. ratio of | or pay dividends i.e. a high PCR ratio
provisioning to gross non-performing assets. In | (ideally above 70%) means most asset
other words, it is the ability of banks to service its | quality issues have been taken care of
debt and meet its financial obligations such as | and the bank is not vulnerable.

interest payments or dividends.

Q.18) The West bank territory of Western Asia borders with which of the following country?

a) Lebanon
b) Syria
¢) Jordan
d) Egypt

Q.18) Solution (c)
e The West Bank is a landlocked territory near the Mediterranean coast of Western Asia,

bordered by Jordan and the Dead Sea to the east and by Israel to the south, west and
north.
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Q.19) Consider the following statements regarding the Aqua Rejuvenation Plant (ARP):

1. Itis an Integrated Waste Water Rejuvenation Model which has two-stage purification
profile for comprehensive treatment of waste water.

2. The filtered sludge generated is utilized as manure.
It facilitates an organic farming model through treated waste water.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
a) 1land2only
b) 2 only
c) 2and3only

d) 1,2and3

Q.19) Solution (c)

Statement 1 Statement 2 Statement 3

Incorrect Correct Correct

Agua Rejuvenation Plant | The used filtration media have | CSIR-Central Mechanical
(ARP) is an Integrated | been specially developed to | Engineering Research

Waste Water Rejuvenation | handle Indian Sewage Water | Institute, Durgapur (West
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Model which has Six-Stage

purification profile for
comprehensive treatment
of Waste Water, based
upon diverse purification

parameters.

Parameters and based upon
Geographical Variations they may
be modified. The system has dual
benefit. While the treated water
is being used for irrigation
the filtered sludge

is also utilized as

purpose,
generated
manure / fertilizer.

Bengal) unveiled the first-ever
Waste  Water Treatment
Technology Model which
Waste Water
Irrigation/Farming purposes.

purifies for
It facilitates an
Farming Model
treated Waste Water.

Organic
through

Q.20) The PREZODE initiative aims to keep the risk of which of the following?

a) Nuclear weapons
b) Zoonotic diseases
c) Climate Change
d) Ocean pollution

Q.20) Solution (b)

e The PREZODE, a first-ever international initiative to prevent future pandemics is an

initiative to prevent emerging zoonotic risks and pandemics, was announced on the
occasion of the One Planet Summit 2021.

The PREZODE initiative aims to keep the risk of emerging zoonoses and pandemics in
check. It is built on and strengthens existing cooperation between the regions of the
world that are most exposed to emerging zoonotic diseases.

PREZODE is designed to incorporate and reinforce networks on human health, animal
welfare and the environment. In line with the One Health concept, it aims to better
evaluate and detect emerging zoonotic threats and develop preventive measures with
all players to protect humans, the planet, and socio-ecosystems. And in doing so,
PREZODE reduces the threat of pandemics.

Q.21) The G-7 is a bloc of industrialized democracies. Which of the following countries are

members of G-7?

1. United States
2. Germany
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3. Russia
4. ltaly
5. Japan

Select the correct answer using the code given below:

a) 1,2and5only
b) 1,2,4and5only
c) 2,3and5only
d) 1,2,3,4and5

Q.21) Solution (b)

e G-7 is a bloc of industrialized democracies i.e. France, Germany, Italy, the United
Kingdom, Japan, the United States, and Canada.

e Russia belonged to the forum from 1998 through 2014, when the bloc was known as the
Group of Eight (G8), but was suspended following its annexation of Crimea.

e It is an intergovernmental organisation that was formed in 1975. The bloc meets
annually to discuss issues of common interest like global economic governance,
international security and energy policy.

e The United Kingdom has invited India, Australia and South Korea as a guest to attend
the 47th G7 summit that is scheduled to be held in June 2021.

Q.22) Which of the following are the most likely places to find the Caracal, a medium-sized
wild cat in its natural habitat?

Sariska Tiger Reserve
Simlipal Tiger Reserve
Ranthambhore Tiger Reserve

P wnN R

Buxa Tiger Reserve
Select the correct answer using the code given below:

a) 1land2only
b) 3 and 4 only
c¢) 1and3only
d) 2and4only
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Q.22) Solution (c)

e The caracal is a medium-sized wild cat native to Africa, the Middle East, Central Asia,
and India.

e |tistypically nocturnal and lives mainly alone or in pairs.

e The caracal is a carnivore and is highly secretive and difficult to observe

e |UCN Red List: Least Concern since 2002.

e CITES status: (1) African caracal populations - Appendix Il; (2) Asian populations -
Appendix .

e The caracal could be earlier found in arid and semi-arid scrub forest and ravines in
Rajasthan, Delhi, Haryana, Punjab, Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Odisha, Jharkhand, and Chhattisgarh. Today,
its presence is restricted to Rajasthan, Kutch, and parts of MP.

e In Sariska Tiger Reserve and Ranthambhore Tiger Reserve of Rajasthan one can find
caracal.

Q.23) Consider the following statements:

1. The cost of issuing green bonds in India has generally remained lower than other bonds.
Green bonds constituted about 10 percent of all the bonds issued in India since 2018.

3. Most of the green bonds in India are issued by the public sector units or corporates with
better financial health.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct as per recent Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
study?

a) 1land2only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 3only

d) 1and3only

Q.23) Solution (c)

Statement 1 Statement 2 Statement 3
Incorrect Incorrect Correct
As per a recent study by the Reserve | Green bonds | Most of the green bonds in
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Bank of India (RBI), the cost of issuing | constituted only 0.7% | India are issued by the public
green bonds has generally remained | of all the bonds | sector units or corporates
higher than other bonds in India, | issued in India since | with better financial health.

largely due to asymmetric information. | 2018.

Q.24) Risa is a customary handwoven cloth worn by tribal women of which of the following
State?

a) Assam
b) Tripura
c) Manipur
d) Mizoram

Q.24) Solution (b)

e Tripura State Government is now eyeing to promote Risa as the signature textile of
Tripura nationally.

e Risais a customary handwoven cloth used by Tripura’s indigenous tribal communities.

e |t is used as a head gear, stole, female upper cloth or presented to honour a
distinguished recipient.

e Risais one of the three parts of customary Tripuri female attire, the other two being the
Rignai and Rikutu.

Q.25) Consider the following statements:

1. National Atomic Timescale is the authorized body to realize and maintain the Indian
Standard Time.

2. The National Environmental Standards Laboratory measures the performance of various
air ambient and emission pollution monitoring equipment.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

a) lonly
b) 2 only
c¢) Bothland?2
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d) Neither 1 nor2

Q.25) Solution (b)

Statement 1

Statement 2

Incorrect

Correct

CSIR - National Physical Laboratory
(NPL) is the National Measurement
Institute of India and authorized
(by an act of Parliament) to realize
and maintain the Indian Standard
Time (IST). The National Atomic
Timescale generates Indian
Standard Time with an accuracy of

2.8 nanoseconds.

In order to develop requisite testing and calibration
facility for air pollution monitoring equipment, CSIR-NPL
is establishing a state of art ‘National Environmental
Standard Laboratory’ for measuring the performance of
various air ambient & emission pollution monitoring
equipment like Online Continuous Emission Monitoring
Equipment (OCEMS), Continuous Ambient Air Quality
Monitoring System (CAAQMS) etc. with the financial
assistance provided by the MoEF&CC.

Q.26) Who among the following acts as Chairperson of the National Startup Advisory Council?

a) Prime Minister of India

b) Union Minister for Commerce & Industry

c) CEO of NITI Aayog
d) None of the above

Q.26) Solution (b)

The Government has set up a National Startup Advisory Council to advise the Centre on
measures needed to build a strong ecosystem for nurturing innovation and start-ups in the

country.

Composition of the National Startup Advisory Council:

e Chairman: Minister for Commerce & Industry.

e Convener of the Council: Joint Secretary, Department for Promotion of Industry and

Internal Trade.
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e Ex-officio Members: Nominees of the concerned Ministries/Departments/ Organisations
not below the rank of Joint Secretary.

e Non-official members, to be nominated by the Central Government, from various
categories like founders of successful startups, veterans who have grown and scaled
companies in India, persons capable of representing the interests of investors into
startups, etc. The term of the non-official members will be for a period of two years.

Q.27) With reference to International Energy Agency (IEA), consider the following statements:

1. Itis aspecialized agency of the United Nations (UN).
2. It was established in the wake of the 1973 oil crisis.
3. Indiais not a member of IEA.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

a) l1land3only
b) 2 only

c¢) 2and3only
d) 1,2and3

Q.27) Solution (c)

Statement 1 Statement 2 Statement 3

Incorrect Correct Correct

The International Energy Agency | It was established in | The IEA is made up of 30 member
(IEA) is a Paris-based | the framework of the | countries. Also, the IEA family
autonomous intergovernmental | Organisation for | includes eight association
organisation. IEA is not a | Economic Co-operation | countries which include Brazil,
specialized agency of UN. IEA | and Development | China, and India. India became an
mainly focuses on its energy | (OECD) in 1974 in the | Associate member of IEA in
policies which include economic | wake of the 1973 oil | March 2017 and recently, India
development, energy security | crisis. has inked a Strategic Partnership
and environmental protection. Agreement with the IEA.

www.iasbaba.com Contact: 91691 91888 Page 19




[ASbaba’s 60 DAY PLAN 2021 | UPSC
CURRENT AFFAIRS COMPILATION -II | 2021

Q.28) The Ratle Hydro Electric Project is located on which of the following rivers?

a) Jhelum
b) Chenab
c) Ravi
d) Rapti

Q.28) Solution (b)

e The Union Cabinet has given its approval for the investment of Rs.5281.94 crore for 850
MW Ratle Hydro Electric (HE) Project.

e |t will be located on river Chenab, in Kishtwar district of Union Territory of Jammu and
Kashmir.

e It will be implemented by a new Joint Venture Company (JVC) to be incorporated
between National Hydroelectric Power Corporation (NHPC) and Jammu & Kashmir State
Power Development Corporation Ltd (JKSPDC) with equity contribution of 51% and 49%
respectively.

Q.29) The Longitudinal Ageing Study of India (LASI) Wave-1, India Report was recently
released by which of the following Ministry?

a) Ministry of Home Affairs

b) Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment

c) Ministry of Health and Family Welfare

d) Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation

Q.29) Solution (c)

¢ Longitudinal Ageing Study of India (LASI) Wave-1, India Report was recently released
by Ministry of Health and Family Welfare.

e LASI will provide an evidence base for national and state level programmes and policies
for elderly population.

e A unique feature of LASI is the coverage of comprehensive biomarkers. No other survey
in India collects detailed data on health and biomarkers together with information on
family and social network, income, assets, and consumption.
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e LASI s a full-scale national survey of scientific investigation of the health, economic, and
social determinants and consequences of population ageing in India.

e The LASI, Wave 1 covered a baseline sample of 72,250 individuals aged 45 and above
and their spouses including 31,464 elderly persons aged 60 and above and 6,749 oldest-
old persons aged 75 and above from all States and Union Territories (UTs) of India
(excluding Sikkim).

e ltisIndia’s first and the world’s largest ever survey that provides a longitudinal database
for designing policies and programmes for the older population.

e The evidence from LASI will be used to further strengthen and broaden the scope of
National Programme for Health Care of the Elderly.

Q.30) Recently, the Ministry of Environment has released the Report on Management
Effectiveness Evaluation (MEE) for Protected Areas. In this context consider the following
statements:

1. MEE is assessment of how well National Park and Wildlife Sanctuaries are being
managed.

2. The assessment process was adopted from UNEP framework of MEE.

3. The present MEE exercise evaluated 903 Protected Areas of India.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

a) lonly

b) 1and2only
c) 2and3only
d) 1,2and3

Q.30) Solution (a)

Statement 1 Statement 2 Statement 3

Correct Incorrect Incorrect

MEE is assessment of how | Assessment process of | India has a network of 903
well National Park and | India's MEE for Protected | Protected Areas. The present MEE
Wildlife Sanctuaries | Areas was adopted from | exercise included 146 National
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(NP&WLS) are being | IUCN World Commission | Parks and Wildlife Sanctuaries in
managed—primarily, whether | on  Protected Areas | five regions viz Northern, Southern,
they are protecting their | (WCPA) framework of | Eastern, Western and North-
values and achieving the goals | MEE. eastern, covering 29 states and
and objectives agreed upon. Union Territories of India.

Q.31) The Digital Payments Index is constructed by which of the following?

a) National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI)

b) Payment Council of India

c) Reserve Bank of India (RBI)

d) Digital Economy & Digital Payment Division of Ministry of Electronics and Information
Technology (MeitY)

Q.31) Solution (c)

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has constructed a composite Digital Payments Index (DPI) to
capture the extent of digitisation of payments across the country.
e The RBI-DPI has been constructed with March 2018 as the base period.
e The DPI for March 2019 and March 2020 work out to 153.47 and 207.84 respectively,
indicating appreciable growth.
e The RBI-DPI comprises five broad parameters: Payment Enablers, Payment
Infrastructure —Demand-side factors and Supply-side factors, Payment Performance and
Consumer Centricity.

Q.32) The Desert Knight-21 is a bilateral exercise between India and which of the following
country?

a) France

b) Australia

¢) United Arab Emirates (UAE)
d) Saudi Arabia

Q.32) Solution (a)
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Desert Knight-21 is a bilateral Air exercise between Indian Air Force and French Air and Space

Force.

Q.33) With reference to Arctic Council, consider the following statements:

1. Itis anintergovernmental body set up in 1996 by the Ottawa declaration.

2. It addresses issues faced by indigenous people of the Arctic.
3. Indiais not a member of the Arctic Council.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

a) land2only
b) 1only

c) 2and3only
d) 1,2and3

Q.33) Solution (d)

Statement 1

Statement 2

Statement 3

Correct

Correct

Correct

The Arctic Council is a
high-level
intergovernmental body
set up in 1996 by the
Ottawa declaration.

It is mandated to protect the
Arctic
promote the economies and

environment and
social and cultural well-being of
the indigenous people whose
organizations

are permanent

participants in the council.

It comprises 8 member states -

Canada, Denmark, Finland,
Russia, USA, Iceland, Norway,
Sweden are member states.
India is not a member and
became an Observer nation in

2013.
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Q.34) The Tirthan wildlife sanctuary is located in which of the following States?

a) Uttar Pradesh
b) Madhya Pradesh
¢) Himachal Pradesh
d) Maharashtra

Q.34) Solution (c)

Tirthan Wildlife Sanctuary and Great Himalayan National Park (GNHP) in Himachal Pradesh
have performed the best among the 146 surveyed protected areas by the Ministry for
Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEF&CC) under its Management Effectiveness

Evaluation (MEE) of Protected Areas.

Q.35) The National Science Technology and Innovation Policy (STIP) is released by which of

the following institutions?

a) NITI Aayog
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b) Department of Science and Technology (DST)
c) Both (a) and (b)
d) Neither (a) nor (b)

Q.35) Solution (b)

Recently, the draft of 5th National Science Technology and Innovation Policy (STIP) was
released by the Department of Science and Technology (DST).

This Policy will replace the Science Technology and Innovation Policy of 2013.

Q.36) The “Not Many, But One”, a translated book of poems of which of the following social
reformers?

a) B.R. Ambedkar

b) Sree Narayana Guru
c) Keshab Chandra Sen
d) Atmaram Pandurang

Q.36) Solution (b)

e Vice President of India launched a book of poems, “Not Many, But One” (Two Volumes),
an English translation of poems of Sree Narayana Guru by Prof G.K. Sasidharan.

e Narayana Guru (1855 — 1928) was a philosopher, spiritual leader and social reformer in
India. He was born into a family that belonged to the Ezhava caste.

e He led a reform movement against the injustice in the caste-ridden society of Kerala in
order to promote spiritual enlightenment and social equality.

e Shri Narayana Dharma Paripalana Yogam (also known as SNDP Yogam) is an Indian
spiritual organization that was formally founded by Dr. Padmanabhan Palpu in 1903,
with the guidance of Shri Narayana Guru.

Q.37) The Climate Adaptation Summit (CAS) 2021 was held recently. In this context consider
the following statements:
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1. The summit aims to accelerate, innovate, and scale up the world’s efforts in adapting to
the effects of climate change.

2. It was hosted online by the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCC) Secretariat.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

a) lonly

b) 2only

c¢) Bothland2
d) Neither 1 nor2

Q.37) Solution (a)

Statement 1 Statement 2

Correct Incorrect

Climate Adaptation Summit (CAS) 2021 aims to accelerate, | Climate Adaptation Summit
innovate, and scale up the world’s efforts in adapting to the | (CAS) 2021 was hosted online
effects of climate change. CAS 2021 is set to deliver an | by Netherlands and convened
Adaptation Action Agenda as a roadmap for a decade of | global leaders and local
transformation towards a climate-resilient future by 2030. stakeholders.

Q.38) Recently formed G Kishan Reddy Committee is related to which of the following?

a) Personal Data Protection regime
b) Digital Lending platforms

c) Protect culture of a region

d) Review of three Farm Acts

Q.38) Solution (c)

Centre has decided to form a committee to protect the language, culture and land of Ladakh
and ensuring citizen's participation in the Union Territory's development.
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The Committee will be headed by the Minister of State for Home G Kishan Reddy and will
include elected representatives from Ladakh, Ladakh Autonomous Hill Development Council,
central government, and the Ladakh administration.

Q.39) The ‘Great Reset Initiative’ in the post Covid world was recently launched by which of
the following organisation?

a) World Economic Forum'’s (WEF)
b) World Trade Organisation (WTO)
c¢) World Bank

d) World Health Organization (WHO)

Q.39) Solution (a)

The World Economic Forum’s (WEF) annual meeting in Davos (Switzerland) i.e. the Davos
Dialogues agenda 2021 marks the launch of the WEF’s Great Reset Initiative in the post Covid
world.

The ‘Great Reset Initiative’ aims to jointly and urgently build the foundations of global
economic and social system for a more fair, sustainable and resilient future.

Q.40) Consider the following statements regarding Agricultural and Processed Food Products
Export Development Authority (APEDA):

1. Itis a statutory body.
2. Itis an apex body under the Ministry of Commerce and Industry.

Which of the statements given above is/are NOT correct?

a) lonly

b) 2 only

c¢) Both1land?2
d) Neither 1 nor2

Q.40) Solution (d)
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Statement 1

Statement 2

Correct

Correct

Agricultural and Processed Food Products Export
Development Authority (APEDA) was established by the
Government of India under the Agricultural and
Processed Food Products Export Development Authority

Act passed by the Parliament in December, 1985.

APEDA is an apex body under the

Ministry of Commerce and
Industry, Government of India,
responsible  for the  export

promotion of agricultural products.

Some of the functions of APEDA are as following:

i.  Promotion of exports of agricultural and processed food products.
ii.  Promotion of export oriented production and development of the Scheduled products.

iii. To make Improvement in numerous areas such as packaging, marketing for the

Scheduled products outside India.

exports.

Setting standards and specifications for the scheduled products for the purpose of

v.  Financial assistance, reliefs and subsidy to the relating industries.

vi.  To provide training in the related areas

Q.41) Consider the following statements regarding leafletted leaf-nosed bat:

1. Itis endemic to India.

2. ltis found only in the States of Karnataka and Tamil Nadu.

3. ltis a ‘Critically Endangered’ species as per IUCN Red List.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

a) land?2only
b) 2and3only
c¢) 1and3only
d) 1,2and3

Q.41) Solution (c)

Statement 1 Statement 2

Statement 3
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Correct Incorrect Correct

Kolar leaf-nosed bat or | Its natural habitats are subtropical | Its population is less than
leafletted leaf-nosed bat | or tropical dry forests and caves. It | 200 individuals and s
is a species of bat in the | is found only in one cave in | ‘Critically Endangered (CR)’
family Hipposideridae. It | Hanumanahalli village in the Kolar | in IUCN Red List.

is endemic to India. district of Karnataka.

Q.42) The Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI)'s Risk-O-Meter assesses risk levels
associated with which of the following?

a) Foreign Currency Bonds
b) Debentures

c) Debt Funds

d) Mutual Funds

Q.42) Solution (d)

e The Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) has made it mandatory for mutual
fund houses to characterize the risk level of their schemes on a six-stage scale from
“Low” to “Very High”.

e Fund houses are required to disclose the risk-o-meter risk level along with the portfolio
disclosure for all their schemes.

e All mutual funds shall, beginning January 1, assign a risk level to their schemes at the
time of launch, based on the scheme’s characteristics.
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The ‘risk-o-meter’ value <1 Low
will be mapped to the risk >1to<2 Low to Moderate
level of schemes, based on >210<3 Moderate
their portfolio of >310<4 Moderately High
investments. >4t0<5 High
Source: SEBI >5 Very High

Q.43) With reference to ‘SAHAYAK-NG’, consider the following statements:

1. ItisIndia’s first indigenously designed and developed Air Dropped Container.
It has capability to carry a payload that weighs upto 50 kg.
Its successful maiden test trial is conducted by Defence Research and Development
Organisation (DRDO) along with Indian Air Force.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
a) lonly
b) 1and 2 only
c¢) 2and3only

d) 1,2and3

Q.43) Solution (b)
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Statement 1

Statement 2

Statement 3

Correct

Correct

Incorrect

SAHAYAK-NG is
India’s first
indigenously designed
and developed Air
Dropped Container
from IL 38SD aircraft
(Indian Navy).

It reduces the requirement of ships to
come close to the coast to collect spares
and stores. SAHAYAK-NG is an advanced
version of SAHAYAK Mk I.
developed GPS aided air dropped container
is having the capability to carry a payload
that weighs upto 50 kg and can be dropped
from heavy aircraft.

The newly

Defence Research and
Development

(DRDO)
along with Indian Navy
the
successful maiden test
‘SAHAYAK-NG’
off the coast of Goa.

Organisation

conducted

trial of

Q.44) India recently signed Memorandum of Cooperation (MoC) on Partnership in "Specified
Skilled Worker" with which of the following country?

a) United Arab Emirates (UAE)

b) United Kingdom
c) Japan
d) Australia

Q.44) Solution (c)

e Cabinet recently approved signing of Memorandum of Cooperation (MoC) between

India and Japan on Partnership in "Specified Skilled Worker".

e The present MoC would set an institutional mechanism for partnership and cooperation

between India and Japan on sending and accepting skilled Indian workers, who have

qualified the required skill and Japanese language test, to work in fourteen specified

sectors in Japan.

e These Indian workers would be granted a new status of residence of "Specified Skilled

Worker" by the Government of Japan.

Q.45) Geological Survey of India (GSI) has found promising concentrations of vanadium for
the first time in which of the following regions of India?

a) North East India
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b) Chota Nagpur Plateau
c) Deccan Plateau
d) North Western Mineral Belt

Q.45) Solution (a)

e Vanadium is a chemical element with the symbol V and atomic number 23. It is a hard,
silverygrey, malleable transition metal. The elemental metal is rarely found in nature.

e The Geological Survey of India (GSI) found promising concentrations of vanadium in the
palaeoproterozoic carbonaceous phyllite rocks in the Depo and Tamang areas of Papum
Pare district in Arunachal Pradesh.

e This was the first report of a primary deposit of vanadium in India, with an average
grade of 0.76% V205 [vanadium pentoxide].

e The largest deposits of vanadium in the world are in China, followed by Russia and South
Africa. China, which produces 57% of the world’s vanadium, consumed 44% of the metal
in 2017.

Q.46) With reference to One Planet Summit, consider the following statements:

1. It aims to promote worldwide ecological transformation.
2. It has been co-organized by France, United Nations and World Bank.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
a) lonly
b) 2 only
c¢) Both1land?2

d) Neither 1 nor2

Q.46) Solution (c)

Statement 1 Statement 2

Correct Correct

The One Planet summit is an international event | It has been organised by France in

that focused on biodiversity to mobilize | cooperation with the United Nations and
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commitments to protect the ecosystems and | the World Bank. "Let’s act together for
make links to human health. The Summit aims to | nature" is the theme of One Planet summit
promote worldwide ecological transformation. 2021.

Q.47) Consider the following statements regarding Patharughat uprising:

1. Itis atribal movement against the transfer of their lands to outsiders.
2. It occurred before the Sepoy Mutiny of 1857.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
a) lonly
b) 2 only
c) Bothland?2

d) Neither 1 nor2

Q.47) Solution (d)

Statement 1 Statement 2

Incorrect Incorrect

In 1893, the British government decided to increase agricultural land | Patharughat peasant
tax reportedly by 70- 80 per cent in Assam. The unarmed peasants | uprising took place on
were protesting against the increase in land revenue levied by the | January 28, 1894 in
colonial administration, when the military opened fire. In Patharughat, | Assam i.e. after 1857
despite these gatherings being democratic, the British perceived them | revolt.

as “breeding grounds for sedition” and opened fire.

Q.48) As per the new ‘School Bag Policy, 2020’, school bags should not be more than

a) 5% of the bodyweight of students

b) 10% of the bodyweight of students
c) 15% of the bodyweight of students
d) 20% of the bodyweight of students
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Q.48) Solution (b)

e The Directorate of Education has issued a circular asking schools to follow the new
‘School Bag Policy, 2020’ released by the National Council of Educational Research and
Training (NCERT).

e [t lays down the guidelines on homework and weight of school bags for classes | to XII.

e Provisions of Policy

i. As per the new policy, school bags should not be more than 10% of the
bodyweight of students across classes | to X and there should be no bags in pre-
primary students.

ii. It recommends no homework up to class Il and a maximum of two hours per
week for classes lll to V, one hour a day for classes VI to VIII and two hours a day
for classes IX and above.

iii.  The policy will also require schools to introduce infrastructural changes as
students will not be able to carry many books daily.

iv.  The schools need to provide lockers right from preschool to senior secondary to
enable children to leave books in school and carry home only what is required.

Q.49) Which of the following country has the unique distinction of being the only country in
the world producing all Five major types of silk?

a) India
b) China
c) Brazil
d) Thailand

Q.49) Solution (a)

¢ India has the unique distinction of being the only country producing all the five kinds
of silk namely, Mulberry, Eri, Muga, Tropical Tasar and Temperate Tasar. Among them,
mulberry silk is the most popular variety, which contributes around 79% of the country's
silk production.
e Silk varieties and their major growing areas are:
o Mulberry silk mainly in Karnataka;
o Temperate tussar silk in Maharashtra,WB, Odisha, Jharkhand, Andhra Pradesh;
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o Tropical tussar silk in sub-himalayan belt ( Manipur, Assam, Meghalaya,etc);

o Mugasilk in Assam and

o Erisilk in Assam, Odisha, Bihar.

Q.50) With reference to the Asian Development Bank (ADB), consider the following

statements:

P wnN e

All the members of ADB are Asian countries.

Which of the statements given above is/are NOT correct?

a) 1land3only
b) 1and2only
c¢) 3and4only
d) 1,3 and 4 only

Q.50) Solution (d)

ADB is modelled closely on the World Bank, and has a similar weighted voting system.
ADB is headquartered at Shanghai, China.
Among its members, China holds the largest proportion of its shares.

Statement 1

Statement 2

Statement 3

Statement 4

Incorrect Correct Incorrect Incorrect
Asian Development Bank | The bank promotes | ADB is | As of 31 December
(ADB) is a regional | social and economic | Headquartered | 2019, ADB’s five
development bank | development in Asia. | at Ortigas | largest
established in 19 December | It is modelled closely | Center, shareholders are
1966. The bank admits the | on the World Bank, | Mandaluyong, |Japan and the

the United
Nations Economic and Social

members of

Commission for Asia and the
Pacific (UNESCAP) and non-
regional developed countries.
ADB now has 68 members,
49 from within Asia.

and has a similar

weighted voting

system where votes

are distributed in
proportion with
members' capital

subscriptions.

Metro Manila,
Philippines.

United States (each
with 15.6% of total
shares), the
People’s Republic
of China (6.4%),
India (6.3%),

Australia (5.8%).

and
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Q.51) The FAO Food Price Index (FFPI) does not measure the monthly change in international
prices of which of the following commodity?

a) Oilseeds

b) Pulses

c) Sugar

d) Dairy products

Q.51) Solution (b)

e The FAO Food Price Index (FFPI) is a measure of the monthly change in international
prices of a basket of food commodities.

e It measures changes for a basket of cereals, oilseeds, dairy products, meat and sugar.

e Base Period: 2014-16.

Q.52) Consider the following statements:

1. Indiais home to both Himalayan red panda and the Chinese red panda.
2. The Teesta River in Sikkim splits the red panda into these two subspecies.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
a) lonly
b) 2 only
c¢) Bothland?2

d) Neither 1 nor2

Q.52) Solution (a)

Statement 1 Statement 2

Correct Incorrect

Scientists from the Zoological Survey of | The Siang River in Arunachal Pradesh splits the

India have concluded that India is home to | red panda into these two phylogenetic species.
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both the subspecies - Himalayan red | The red panda is a mammal species native to the
panda (Ailurus fulgens) and the Chinese | eastern Himalayas and southwestern China. It is
red panda (Ailurus styani). listed as Endangered on the IUCN Red List.

Q.53) The Strait of Gibraltar separates which of the following two countries?

a) Portugal and Morocco
b) Spain and Algeria

c) Portugal and Algeria
d) Spain and Morocco

Q.53) Solution (d)

e The Strait of Gibraltar connects the Atlantic Ocean with the Mediterranean Sea and
separates Spain on the European continent from Morocco on the African continent.

e Gibraltar is a small portion of land on the southern tip of the Iberian peninsula that
Britain controls but Spain claims as its own.
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Q.54) With reference to Bare Necessities Index (BNI), consider the following statements:

BNI is an attempt to quantify the “basic needs” approach to economic development
BNI is constructed at both at the rural and urban level.

3. The BNI has been created for all States using data from Socio Economic and Caste
Census 2011.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
a) 1lonly
b) 1and2only
c¢) 2and3only

d) 1,2and3

Q.54) Solution (b)
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Statement 1 Statement 2 Statement 3

Correct Correct Incorrect

The Bare Necessities Index | Economic Survey 2020-21 | The BNI has been created
(BNI) is an attempt to quantify | constructs a Bare Necessities | for all States for 2012 and
the “basic needs” approach to | Index (BNI) at the rural, urban | 2018 using data from two
economic development using | and all India level. The BNI | NSO rounds viz., 69th and
data from National Statistical | summarises 26 indicators on five | 76th on Drinking Water,
Office (NSO). It is created for | dimensions viz., water, | Sanitation, Hygiene and
all States/Union Territories by | sanitation, housing, micro- | Housing  Condition in

employing data at State Level. | environment, and other facilities. | India.

Q.55) With reference to Payment Infrastructure Development Fund (PIDF) scheme, consider
the following statements:

1. The Fund subsidises deployment of payment acceptance infrastructure in tier-2 cities.
2. The Fund will be operational for five years effective from January 1, 2021.
3. The entire initial corpus to the Fund is contributed by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI).

Which of the statements given above is/are NOT correct?
a) land?2only
b) 3only
c) 2and3only

d) 1,2and3

Q.55) Solution (d)

Statement 1 Statement 2 Statement 3

Incorrect Incorrect Incorrect

Objective of the Payment | The fund will be operational for | The PIDF presently has a
Infrastructure Development | three years effective from | corpus of Rs 345 crore,
Fund (PIDF) scheme is to | January 1, 2021 and may be | with Rs 250 crore
subsidise deployment of | extended for two more years. The | contributed by the RBI and
payment acceptance | implementation of targets shall be | Rs 95 crore by the major
infrastructure in tier-3 to | monitored by the RBI with | authorised card networks

tier-6 cities, with a special | assistance from card networks, | in the country. The
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focus on the north-eastern | the Indian Banks’ Association (IBA) | authorised card networks
states of the country. and the Payments Council of India | shall contribute in all Rs 100
(PCI). crore.

Q.56) The REPLACE action framework sometimes seen in news, aims to eliminate which of
the following?

a) Antimicrobial resistance

b) Industrially produced transfats
c) Psychotropic substances

d) Chronic undernutrition

Q.56) Solution (b)

e WHO released REPLACE action framework which is a roadmap for countries to
implement the prompt, complete and sustained elimination of industrially produced
transfats from the food supply by 2023.

e REPLACE provides six strategic actions to ensure the prompt, complete, and sustained
elimination of industrially-produced transfats from the food supply.

Q.57) With reference to The North East Venture Fund, consider the following statements:
1. Itisthe only dedicated Venture Fund for the North Eastern Region with an initial corpus
of Rs. 100 crores.
2. The fund primarily targets to invest in infrastructure projects.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
a) lonly
b) 2only
c) Both1land?2

d) Neither 1 nor2

Q.57) Solution (a)

Statement 1 Statement 2
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Correct

Incorrect

The North East Venture Fund (NEVF) is the first
and the only dedicated Venture Fund for the
North Eastern Region with an initial corpus of
Rs. 100 crores. The main focus of North East
Venture Fund (NEVF) is for mostly the enterprises
involved in Food Processing, Healthcare,
Tourism, segregation of services, IT, etc.

The fund targets to invest in Start-Ups and

unique business opportunities to provide

resources for new entrepreneurships. The

Venture Fund Scheme launched by the

Ministry of Development of North Eastern
Region (DoNER) intended to promote
growth of business ventures and skill

development in the region.

Q.58) The Gavipuram Cave Temple, an example of rock-cut architecture, is located in which of

the following State?

a) Tamil Nadu

b) Madhya Pradesh
c¢) Karnataka

d) Maharashtra

Q.58) Solution (c)

Gavi Gangadhareshwara Temple is also known as Gavipuram Cave Temple is an
example of Indian rock-cut architecture.

This cave temple is dedicated to Shiva and cut into a monolithic stone and is located in
Bangalore, Karnataka.

It was built in the 16th century by Kempe Gowda |, the founder of the city.

The temple is famous for its mysterious stone discs in the forecourt and the exact
planning allowing the sun to shine on shrine in certain time of the year.

Lakhs of devotees come in mid January every year on Makar sankranti Day to this
temple.

This is a special day when the sun's rays fall on the Shivalinga for one hour as it passes
between the horns of the Nandi.

Q.59) Consider the following statements regarding the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear

Weapons:

1. Iltislegally binding international agreement.

91888

www.iasbaba.com Contact: 91691

Page 41




[ASbaba’s 60 DAY PLAN 2021
CURRENT AFFAIRS COMPILATION -II

UPSC
2021

2. ltisyet to come into force.

3. It prohibits the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons.

4. Indiais a signatory to this treaty.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

a) land3only
b) 2and 4 only
c) 1,2and3only
d) 1,3 and4only

Q.59) Solution (a)

Statement 1

Statement 2

Statement 3

Statement 4

Correct Incorrect Correct Incorrect
The Treaty on the|lt was | It prohibits a full range of | All of the nuclear
Prohibition of Nuclear | adopted on 7 | nuclear-weapon related | weapon states (US,
Weapons (TPNW), or the | July 2017, | activities, such as | Russia, China,
Nuclear Weapon Ban | opened = for | undertaking to develop, | Britain, France,
Treaty, is the first legally | signature on | test, produce, manufacture, | India, Pakistan,
binding international | 20 September | acquire, possess or | North Korea and
agreement to | 2017, and | stockpile nuclear weapons | Israel) and all NATO
comprehensively prohibit | entered into | or other nuclear explosive | members  except

nuclear weapons with the
ultimate goal being their
total elimination.

force on 22
January 2021.

devices. It also prohibits
the use or threat of use of
these weapons as well.

the Netherlands did
not vote.

Q.60) The Sigur plateau is a part of which of the following Biosphere Reserve?

a) Nokrek Biosphere Reserve

b) Achanakmar-Amarkantak Biosphere Reserve

c¢) Pachmarhi Biosphere Reserve

d) Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve

Q.60) Solution (d)
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e Sigur Plateau is a plateau in the north and east of Nilgiri District in the Nilgiri Hills of
Tamil Nadu.
e |t connects the Western and the Eastern Ghats and sustains elephant populations and

their genetic diversity. It has the Nilgiri Hills on its southwestern side and the Moyar

River Valley on its north-eastern side.

e It is an ecologically fragile area within Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve and forms part of

Elephant corridor. The elephants cross the plateau in search of food and water.

Q.61) With reference to National e-Vidhan Application (NeVA) Project, consider the following

statements:

1. NeVA enables automation of entire law making process.

NeVA aims to bring all the legislatures of the country together in one platform.

3. The Ministry of Parliamentary Affairs as a nodal ministry provides 100 percent funding

for the NeVA project.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

a) land?2only

b) 2only

c¢) 1and3only

d) 1,2and3

Q.61) Solution (a)

Statement 1

Statement 2

Statement 3

Correct

Correct

Incorrect

NeVA

enables

automation of entire law

making process, tracking

of decisions
documents,
information.
device neutral

member

sharing
NeVA

and

of
is a
and
centric

NeVA aims to bring all
the legislatures of the
country together, in one
platform thereby creating
a massive data depository
the
complexity of multiple

without having

applications. Citizens

e-Vidhan is a Mission Mode Project
(MMP) Digital
Programme and Ministry of
Parliamentary Affairs (MoPA) is the
‘Nodal
implementation in all the 31 States/
UTs with Legislatures. The funding of
NeVA is on the pattern of Central

included in India

Ministry’ for its
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application created to
equip them to handle
diverse House Business
smartly.

would also gain access to
this information at their
fingertips.

Sponsored Scheme i.e. 60:40; and
90:10 for North East & hilly States and
100% for UTs. The funding for e-
Vidhan is provided by the MoPA.

Q.62) The DIWALI Alliance between India and Netherlands aims to find solutions for which of

the following?

a) Smart Urban Landscape

b) Water related challenges

¢) Climate Adoption and Mitigation

d) Sustainable Waste Management

Q.62) Solution (b)

e Dutch Indian Water Alliance for Leadership Initiative (DIWALI) was established
recently between India and Netherlands to find solutions for water related challenges.

e The experts from both counties would explore the potential and sustainability of Dutch

Solutions to resolve challenges in specific water-challenged sites in India.

e Scalable, sustainable, and affordable solutions shall be given importance.

e Led by: Dutch consortia titled “Water for Change. Integrative and Fit-for-Purpose Water

Sensitive Design Framework for Fast-Growing Livable Cities” and IIT Roorkee as the lead
and other consortia members - MANIT, Bhopal; CEPT University, Ahmedabad; IIT
Gandhinagar; CWRDM, Calicut.

Q.63) The Square Kilometre Array Observatory (SKAO) will be an array of antennas
strategically designed and set up in which of the following countries?

China

South Africa
United Kingdom
Australia

e wN e

United State of America
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Select the correct answer using the code given below:

a) 1,3and5only
b) 2and 4 only
c) 1,3,4and5
d) 2,3and4only

Q.63) Solution (b)

e The Square Kilometre Array Observatory (SKAO) project spans two continents and
involves the participation of 20 countries.

e The SKA is not a single telescope but will be an array of antennas strategically
designed and set up in South Africa and Australia. It is expected to be ready for
carrying out observations towards the end of this decade.

e The SKA will be built in the southern hemisphere, with cores in South Africa and
Australia, where the view of the Milky Way Galaxy is the best and radio interference at
its least.

e Goals: Studying the universe and its evolution, the origin and evolution of cosmic
magnetism, and dark energy and evolution of galaxies.

e The headquarters of the project are located at the Jodrell Bank Observatory in the UK.

e The National Centre for Radio Astrophysics, India is participating in SKAO Project.

Q.64) Which of the following city of India has been recently awarded as one of the ‘Tree Cities
of the World’?

a) Chandigarh
b) Hyderabad
¢) Guwahati
d) Bengaluru

Q.64) Solution (b)
e Hyderabad has won a green contest among cities in India, and emerged one of the

‘Tree Cities of the World’.
e Itis awarded by Arbor Day Foundation and the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO).
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Hyderabad has maintained urban forestry under its Haritha Haram programme and its
Urban Forest Parks plan.

The city was evaluated on five metrics: ‘Establish Responsibility’, ‘Set the Rules’, ‘Know
What You Have’, ‘allocate the Resources’, and ‘Celebrate the Achievements’.

Q.65) With reference to UN Human Rights Council (UNHRC), consider the following
statements:

It was created by the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) in 1948 post adoption of
Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

It is made up of 47 UN Member States which are elected by the UNGA.

Members of the Council serve for three years and are not eligible for immediate re-
election.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

a) land2only
b) 2 only

c) 2and3only
d) 1,2and3

Q.65) Solution (b)

The UN Human Rights Council is an inter-governmental body within the United Nations
system responsible for strengthening the promotion and protection of human rights
around the world.

The Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) serves as the
Secretariat of the Human Rights Council. OHCHR is headquartered in Geneva,
Switzerland.

Statement 1 Statement 2 Statement 3

Incorrect Correct Incorrect

Members of the Council serve for

The Council was created by
the United Nations General

Assembly in 2006. It

The Council is made up of
47 United
Member States which are

Nations

three years and are not eligible for
immediate re-election after serving
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