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commonly-used services and goods that are required by the states, the Centre, and the
PSUs. The GeM is a government-to-business platform.
Punjab ‘e-stamp’ Facility

The government of Punjab has abolished physical stamp papers with the aim of bringing
more efficiency and checking the pilferage of the state revenue. After this decision, stamp
papers of any denomination can currently be obtained via e-stamp (computerized print-
out) from any authorized banks or stamp vendors. Earlier, the e-stamping facility in the
state was applicable only for valuations of above Rs 20,000 but according to the new rules,
this facility has been extended for all denominations starting from One Rupee.
How will this facility help?
This decision to launch the e-stamp facility was taken by the state government of Punjab
and will help save Rs 35 Crore annually. This cost is incurred on the printing of stamp
papers. This e-stamp facility will help the public to acquire stamp papers in a hassle-free
manner as the general public had to face difficulty in acquiring stamp papers when it was
not available with the vendors and had to purchase them at higher prices.
How much commission will be paid to the stamp vendors?
A commission of 2 percent will be paid by the Punjab Government to the stamp vendors
on e-stamps that will range from Rs.1 to Rs 19,999. The general public will be obtaining the
stamp paper at the actual rate, which means that they have to shell out only Rs 100 for a
stamp paper of Rs 100 and there will be no extra commission. This step will also help to
curb stamp paper-linked frauds.
What other e-facilities have been launched by the revenue department of Punjab?
Five more e-facilities have also been launched by the revenue department which are:

 Loan/Hypothecation Agreement

* Affidavit & Declaration

» Agreement of Pledge

e Indemnity Bond

e Demand Promissory Note
These documents can also be issued to the public directly through the computer.

NITI Aayog CEO on Aadhar

Amitabh Kant, CEO of NITI Aayog has said that Aadhaar has become the substructure for
various government welfare schemes. Aadhar, which is issued by UIDAI, has saved more
than Rs 2 lakh crore for the government by eliminating duplicate and fake identities. The
NITI Aayog CEO has said that Aadhaar is one of the world’s most-successful biometric
identity programs.
Which workshop was being attended by the NITI Aayog CEOQ?
Amitabh Kant was speaking at a workshop on ‘Recent Initiatives for Simplifying Aadhaar
usage’ in Delhi. With the help of Aadhar, various government schemes are being
implemented across the country. Also, Aadhar ensures faster transfer of benefits without
any intermediaries or intervention and has helped save a lot of the government’s money.
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