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The Farmers’ Produce Trade and Commerce (Promotion and Facilitation) Bill, 2020
15-Sep-20

The Farmers’ Produce Trade and Commerce (Promotion and Facilitation) Bill, 2020 was introduced by the
Union Minister of Agriculture & Farmers’ Welfare, Rural Development & Panchayati Raj, Shri Narendra Singh
Tomar in Lok Sabha on September 14, 2020. The bill is aimed at transforming the agriculture in the country
and raising farmers’ income.
Key Features of the Bill

The bill if passed will enable barrier-free trade in agricultural produce.
It will also empower farmers to engage with investors of their choice.
The bill seeks to create an ecosystem where the farmers and traders enjoy the freedom of choice
relating to sale and purchase of farmers’ produce,
The bill will facilitate remunerative prices by providing a competitive a trading channels to promote
efficient, transparent and barrier-free inter-State and intra-State trade.
The bill also enables the commerce of farmers’ produce outside physical premises of markets or
deemed markets notified under State agricultural produce market legislations.
The bill also provides a facilitation framework for electronic trading.

Why this bill has been introduced?
Earlier, the farmers in India suffered from various restrictions while marketing their produce. Selling the
agri-produce outside the notified APMC market yards were also restricted. They could sell the produce only
to registered licensees of the State Governments. Further, flow of agriculture produces between various
States under the APMC legislations was not barrier free.
Thus, this bill is a historic-step to unlock the highly regulated agriculture markets in the country. Farmers
will be open up to more choices.

120 Current Affairs MCQs
1. Which famous personality delivered the Darbari Seth Memorial lecture, organised by Global think-tank
TERI?
[A] Antonio Guterres
[B] Donald Trump
[C] Christine Lagarde
[D] Sundar Pichai
Answer: Antonio Guterres

The United Nations (UN) Secretary General Antonio Guterres delivered the 19th Darbari Seth Memorial
lecture, organised by the Energy and Resources Institute (TERI).
The UN Secretary General delivered the lecture titled ‘The rise of renewables: shining a light on a
sustainable future’. He called India and other G20 countries to invest in clean and sustainable systems
after the world recovers from Covid-19 pandemic.

2. Which country is to set up a honorary statue of Indian doctor Dwarkanath Kotnis?
[A] China
[B] Sri Lanka
[C] Nepal
[D] Bangladesh
Answer: China

As per the official media of China, the country is set up a bronze statue to honour the Indian doctor
Dwarkanath Kotnis.
The Doctor is commemorated for his contributions during the Chinese revolution headed by Mao Zedong


