and the legal process in such cases has to be expedited. This hopefully, will also address
the growing permissiveness in the society, in the more recent times, to the phenomenon
of corruption. In addition, with changes in economic policy regime, regulatory bodies
that guide and monitor the functioning of the relevant economic agents, lay down the
rules of conduct in the interest of consumers and devise such practices that help in efficient
functioning of the system, will have to be established in many sectors of the economy
that are now being opened up. At the same time, social monitoring through empowered
autonomous and credible structures will have to be established even for the highest of
the public offices. Right to information has to be the starting point for some of these
changes.

The focus should be on e-governance and systemic change. An honest system of
governance will displace dishonest persons. As Gladstone so aptly said, “The purpose of
a government is to make it easy for people to do good and difficult to do evil”.

We always find alibi for our lapses by quoting trespass from other democratic
institutions, by resorting to a blame game. The executive/civil services blame interference
by the political executive or legislatures and vice versa; legislators blame the judiciary
and vice versa — the main problem lies in each one leaving space for others to occupy. If
any of the democratic institutions leaves space, the mafia or extra-constitutional authority
occupies that space. Realization of its own authority and discharging its sphere of
responsibility, developing accountability and responsiveness are the real solutions to the
conflicting situations of eroding democratic polity. I conclude by quoting an ancient
subhashit (good message) -

“Rivers do not drink their waters themselves, nor do trees eat their fruit, nor
do the clouds eat the grains raised by them. The wealth of the noble is used solely
for the benefit of others.”
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