
The Koran is very clear: ‘let there be no compulsion in religion’. Nothing could be more
explicit than this. So, the whole mythology about the spread of Islam through the sword is
baseless. There is no Koranic sanctity for spreading faith with the sword.

Dr. Manmohan Singh, our Prime Minister said:

“Democracies provide legitimate means for expressing dissent. They provide the right to engage in
political activity, and must continue to do so. However, for this very reason, they cannot afford to be
soft on terror. Terrorism exploits the freedom our open societies provide to destroy our freedoms”.

The spectre of international terrorism is one such phenomenon evolving out of the churning
that has accompanied globalization process. We must fight terrorism wherever it exists, because
terrorism anywhere threatens democracy everywhere.

Whatever the outward manifestation at any one time, anywhere in the world; - this is a
global fight about values, about modernization, both within religions and outside. It is
about whether our value system can be shown to be sufficiently robust, fair, principled
and appealing so that it beats those of the extremists. Extremism’s whole strategy is
based on perceived sense of grievance that can be invlated to motivate people to fight
against each other. Our response has to be a set of values strong enough to unite rather
than divide people.

Sheikh Muslihu-ud-Din, better known as Saadi, thirteenth century poet of Shiraz said,

“A spring at its source can be turned with a twig,

But when grown into a river, not even an

Elephant can cross it”

The human psyche will have to be evolved continuously to ensure that value systems based
on humanity and tolerance prevail over extremism.

The story of the Parsees’ assimilation in India shows that people of different identities, languages,
cultures and religions can assimilate into an inclusive society and culture. The Parsees on
migrating to India from Iran wanted refuge from the local ruler to live in India. The ruler
was reluctant and wanted to convey to them that he had no place for them. He gave the
Parsees a glass of milk filled to the brim. The Parsees understood the meaning, that there was
no place for them in his Kingdom as symbolized by the glass that was full. But the leader of
the Parsees took some sugar and gradually dissolved it into the milk, without causing it to
overflow, a lesson for our intolerant times.

This is why everything we do to prevent and punish acts of terror must flow from the basic
premise that these not only take away innocent lives, but also divide our society, create
mistrust among people and leave scars that can take decades to heal. In that respect, terrorism
is worse than an act of war against the nation, because terror acts are executed by stealth
making no distinctions between civilians and military between men, women and children,
old and young, rich and poor.

In our anti-terror strategy, if we take the human being as the focus of our collective work, we
will be able to do the right thing. But if we begin from abstract ideologies and impersonal
categories that divide society along various boundaries based on religion, language region
etc. we may end up fighting each other and doing each other harm.

The Brahmanda Purana evaluates Sanatana Dharma:

“The roots of Sanatana Dharma are stated to be in being free from malice and greediness;
observance of austerity, compassion for all creatures, self-control, chastity, truth, tenderness, forgiveness,
and fortitude”.

The Gandhian perspective is really more about pure ethics and spirituality than about religion
in a narrow sense of the term. It transcended religion because of its undogmatic universalism
and its ultimate liberating potential even in the mundane world. But he did not decry
religion, because he was convinced with its powerful potential to inspire and sustain moral
conduct.

Non-violence (ahimsa) of Hinduism in Gandhian perspective was not just a negative concept
of avoiding violence; in fact, it required its practitioner to be socially engaged, proactively
kind and caring. An important aspect of the Gandhian perspective thus is its emphasis.

Gandhiji derived inspiration for selfless service as much from Christianity and Islam, as from
Hinduism and Jainism. He found in this the very core of religion and true spirituality. Indian
religions, including Hinduism, have a long tradition of, and scriptural backing to, selfless
service to others, including even animals, which Gandhi rediscovered.

In these days of competitive identity politics, we need to remember the address of Jawaharlal
Nehru to the AICC Session in 1961 when he said ‘that communalism of the majority is far
more dangerous than, the communalism of the minority.’ Not condoning the latter he stated,
‘the communalism of a majority community is apt to be taken for nationalism’.

In particular when politics intrudes into and takes over religion, violence seems to follow.
Innocent people are slaughtered in the name of God. But if we turn things the other way
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