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Chapter 1: Meaning and Scope qfﬂntﬁrop.abay

'SCOPE OF ANTHROPOLOGY

Introduction:
Anthropology strives Lo understand 1he humankind in its 1otalily. In this contexd, it

not only describes and analyses bul alss synthesize the biological, cullural and social aspeets

of humankind in all piaces at all limes, in order o undersiand the wolily in relalion o its parts

and the parts in relation 1o its lotality and to derive certain generalizalions aboul the biological,
cullwral 3nd so¢ial behavier of the whote humankind.

Coverage:

The scope of anthropology is universal. Il docs not 1esirict ilsellf lo any one aspeci of

humankind: it covers the biotogical. cultural and social aspects of humankind. 01 docs not limit
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5 o § iself to any opr proup of people; it scarches vul the remains of human beings in pre-hislodic
§:J S".é__ sites and il carries on field stedies in primitive communiiics, prasant villages and in the urban
A 3:, (;*_J seitings of modem civilization. it dues not confine to any one particular period of human
. history; it covers the humans in pre-historic prolo-historie, histarie, present and fulure times. It
_%J‘O does nol confine lo any onc portion of carth; il covers human beings in pre-historic landscape,
%J histaric scitings and contemporary aectic snows, desert wasles, temperzle peairies and
Q 9 waokdlands. So anthrapolosy siudics human heines ri'.‘;hl [rom their emereence till tadavand in
future wherever they live, Antbropology is cancerned with extinet hum'm and livine proples
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% 2 Thus the scope of anthropology ekamings:
“Qj i) how human are basically organisms.
ﬁ\:, & i how humans in order Lo transcend their animal gﬂgﬂu have adapted
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o . .\l.f.. 399"5 & J’.-,-' solulions to problems which are rooted in thetr indivisitle unity jn all places
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When the scope of nothropology examinzs how humans arc basically organisms, il

wrcals human beines as a ganl of the Yiving world. In this regard, it describes, analyses and

interprets the arigins, evolution, diversification and varialion of humnnkind. This becomes the
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