~ or pther British Wnters

B part of the development of the forces

I+ the first survey book to show the
|- stages of social and economic devel-
-/ . opment‘in terms of tribal and class.
’{-. - processes. He was criticised by many -
| _scholars including Basham, but his :
«.book continues to be- w1dely used,

B : During the last twcnty five years
|7 . there has been asea change in the-

-:.India : w\ .

MODERN HISTORIANS OF ANGIENT INDIA

questioned the wisdom of looking at
~ ancient India from the modern point
. of view, His earlier writings show his
deep interest in the materialist phi-
 losophy of some heterodox seets. Latér
he ‘beligved that the past should be
-read aut of curlosity and pleasure. His

| hoek Wonder That Was India (1951) is
- @ sympathetic survey of the varlous -

facets of ancient Indian culture.and’
civilization free from the prejudices
that plague the writings of V.A, Smith

Basham's book marks a great shift
from political to non-political history.
The same shift is_evident in D.D.
Kosambi's (1907-1966) book An Intro-
duction to the Study of Indian History
(1957), later popularised in The
Civilisation of Ancient Indla in Histori-

- -eal Qufline (1965), Kosambi blazed a
“pew trail in Indian histery. His treat-

“ment follows the materialist interpre- -

tation of history, which is derived from. .
the writings of Karl Marx. He presents °
the histery of ancient Indian soclety,
‘economy and cultiire as an integral

and relatiﬁns of -production. His was

-methods and orlentation of those who

work on ancient India. They lay
greater stress an social, economic and
cultural processes and try to relate

 them to political developments. They -
take account of the stratification of the

_texts and compare their conventipnal
-nature with archaeological and an-
threpological evidence. All this bodes
‘good for the future of histoncal stud-.

ies. Unfortunately a few Indian writ-
ers magnify the role of religion, and

" believe that everything good and great,
originated in their country. Western -
writers no longer insist that ail such ~

things came to India from out_sxde,
But some of them hold that religious
ideas, rituals, caste, kinship, and tra-

-dition are the main forces in Indian -
“history. They also underscore various
- divisive features which made for stag-
-mation, They are more concerned
about .the problem of stability and -

continuity: They seem to be fascinated

by old, ‘exotic elements. and want to.
preserve: them for ever. ‘Such an
-approach: implies that Indian soclety .
.has not changed .and cannot be
changed. It means that underdevel- g
_opnient is an integral part of the In— o

dian. character

- Thus, the chauvinists and sophis- .
ticated colonialists use the Study of - -
India's past to prevent its progress. It o

is, ‘therefore, essential to- take a bal-
anced and objective view of ancient




