Functions of the High Court

The functions of the High Court are described in the
below section under subsections such as its jurisdiction,
powers, role, etc.

High Court Jurisdiction

The various kinds of the jurisdiction of the High Court

are briefly given below:

Original Jurisdiction

+ The High Courts of Calcutta, Bombay and Madras
have original jurisdiction in criminal and civil cases
arising within these cities.

+ An exclusive right enjoyed by these High Courts is
that they are entitled to hear civil cases which involve
property worth over Rs.20000.
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+ In constitutional cases: if the High Court certifies that
a case involves a substantial questton of law.

ngh CourtPowers

- Apart from the above, the High Courts have-several
functions and powers which are described below.

" As a Court of Record

+ High Courts are also Courts of Record (like the
Supreme Court).

The records of the judgements of the High Courts can
be used by subordinate courts for deciding cases.

All High Courts have the power to punish all cases of
* contempt by any person or institution. '

Administrative Powerss

1. 1t superintends and controls all the subordinate
courts.

2. It can ask for details of proceedings from subordinate *

- courts.

3. It issues rules regarding the working of the
subordinate courts.

4. It can transfer any case from one court to another
and can also transfer the case to itself and decide the
same.

5. It can enquire into the records or other connected
docurments of any subordinate court.

6. ltcan appoint its administration staff and determine.
their salaries and allowances, and conditions of .~

service.
Power of Judicial Review

High Courts have the power of judicial review.
They have the power to declare any law or ordinance
constttutlonal if it is found to be against the Indian
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Paw.ersé‘l;\nd Functions of High Court

2. Tenure of the Judges: High Court judges enjoy the
security of tenure till the age of retirement, which is
62 years. A High Court cannot be removed exceptby
an address of the President,

3. Salaries and allowances: The High Court judges
enjoy good salaries, perks and allowances and these
cannot be changed to their disadvantage except in
case of a financial emergency. The expeﬁses of the
High Court are charged on the Consorlridated Fund
of the State, which is not subject to vote in the state
legislature.

4. Powers: The Parliament and the state Ieglslature
cannot cut the powers and junsdactaon of the High
Court as guaranteed by the Constitution.

5. Conduct—ofjudges: Unless amotion of impeachment.

has been ;fibVed, the conduct of the High Court
judges cannot be discussed in the Parliament.
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